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PREFACE. 



This little book is intended to lead thought 
amongst great subjects. It aims at nothing 
high ; but it will endeavour to touch upon 
holy truth with genial, loving, reverent, faith- 
ful spirit. The several subjects are for 
thought, and individual application. And 
the general object is to show how full, and 
rich, and deep, are the stores of heavenly 

wisdom, which a God of loving foresight and 
forethought has laid up for all who love Him, 
It means to assist men in holy meditation. 
There is need, in this day of hurry and heat, 
that calm hours of thought be jealously 
secured and guarded. TVvexe \s n^vs^^qtkv, vcv 
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these times of controversy and division, in 
every honest, hearty endeavour, to go down 
below the regions of debate into these more 
peaceful haunts in which humility, and cha- 
rity, and patience, love to dwell. And if it 
may induce any to take a nearer, wider, 
brighter look upon things that lie round us as 
we walk through life, this ministrant of love 
will not have gone forth in vain. There is 
the great God above us all, and the great 
world around us all, and the great future 
before us all, and the great work within us 
all ; and if our best thoughts can be turned 
to these great things, we shall be holier, hap- 
pier, and better men. 
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THOUGHTS ABOUT SALVATION 

FOR 

THINKING MEN, 



1.— ^ie cBoti of our fealtjatfon* 

'Who can by searching find out God?* Why 
should any man fear to search, so far as God has 
been pleased to make known what He is to man ? 
How can any of us, how dare any of us, appear in 
the presence of our Maker and say, * God was not 
in all my thoughts?* * Things that are revealed 
belong unto us.' And the only question, the ques- 
tion of all questions, is, *What is written in the 
Law? how readest thou ?* Our thoughts may well 
go out amongst the great things of God. It is an 
honour that they may do so here, and now. It is 
a necessity that they must do so elsewhere, and 
hereafter. *Who is the Lord, that I may obey 
His voice ? ' Such is but a fair and a reasonable 
inquiry, into which we may now advaxvc^. 
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I.— 'THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.'— 7^r. xxxii. 6. 

What a message of mercy to the sin-convicted 
soul! The secret of the sinner's salvation is here. 
* Of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption' (i Cor, i. 30), is the apostle 
PauFs account of the believing people of God. A 
righteousness we must have — * all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags ' (Isa, Ixiv. 6), but, * in the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength/ (Isa. xlv. 24.) 
Think of this, my friend, seek to understand it, 
pray that you may enjoy it. It tells of justification, 
of no condemnation, of completeness in Christ 
The happy believer exceedingly longs to hear of 
many, that their cry is, * That I may win Christ, and 
be found in Him, not having mine own righteous* 
ness, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith.' {PhiL iii. 9.) 

II.— 'THE LORD MY BANNER.'— ^:r(>^. xvii. 15. marg. 

What grateful news this to the soul beset by ene- 
mies ! My dear friend, take it home to your own 
heart. Wrestling you must be, weary you will be, 
weak you may be; but let this sweet motto be 
graven on your memory, and in your lowest moods 
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and darkest moments you will say, * Faint, yet 
pursuing.' * When the enemy shall come in like a 
flood, the spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 
against him.' {Isa, lix. 19.) Soldier of the cross, 
remember that when * terrors are turned upon thee, 
and pursue thy soul as the wind'(yi?^, xxx. 15), 
then Jehovah is thy banner, thy God will * draw out 
also the spear and stop the way against them that 
persecute thee,' He will * say unto thy soul, I am 
thy salvation.' {Fs, xxxv. 3.) 

III.— 'THE LORD WILL PROVIDE.*— G«».xxii. 14, marg. 

Anxious, needy, desolate brother or sister, hear 
these words, and * cast all thy care upon Him, for 
He careth for thee.' Believer, *Why art thou, 
being a king's son, lean from day to day?' (2 Sam, 
xiii. 4.) * Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion,' 
this sheaf of ripe com, for it will yield thee the finest 
wheat flour. This precious promise says to the 
humblest, poorest, most neglected servant of the 
Lord Jesus, * My God shall supply all your need, 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.* 
{PhiL iv. 19.) 

IV.— 'THE LORD SEND PEACE. —7«^^. vi. 24. 

What a privilege is prayer ! and what a prayer is 
this ! Peace, peace in believing, the peace of God 
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which passeth all understanding — Chrisfs peace, 
perfect peace, peace with God, peace in Christ, 
peace on you, peace with you, peace to you, peace 
within you-r-all this in this wrangling, wretched, 
wicked world — ^how precious a legacy ! how suitable 
a gift \ Look to Jehovah for peace, your covenant 
God and Father for peace. You cannot create it, 
tTie world cannot give it. Look for it from the 
Prince of Peace, through the Gospel of peace, as 
the free gift of the God of peace. 

v.— 'THE LORD IS THERE. '—^^^>fe. xlviii. 35. 

What a prospect there is before the saved soul ! 
Surely where the Lord is, there to the Lord^s lov- 
ing children is all that heart can wish or thought 
conceive. The Lord is there ! Then there is no 
darkness, for God is light ; then there is no death, 
for God is life ; then there is no fear, for God is 
love. * Beloved, now are we the sons of God ; and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be ; but we 
know, that when He shall appear we shall be like 
Him; for we shall see Him as He is.' (i John^ iii. 2.) 
*Set your affection,' it seems to say, *on things above, 
not on things on the earth, for ye are dead, and 
your life is hid with Christ in God.' {CoL iii. 2, 3.) 

My beloved friend ! May the Spirit of God write 
these blessed truths on your heart Surely God's 
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dear children should speak often one to another, 
plead much for another, cling closely one to 
ahother, feel much one with another. Towards 
such a parent, the family of the redeemed should 
surely show more love. 



2.— Clirfgft 3[e0u0 tie ILord. 

•What think ye of Christ?' Whence come the 
real materials for right thought concerning Him? 
The inner consciousness of man availeth little. ' 
The outer speculations, opinions, and comments of 
the world, can determine little. The teacher sent 
from heaven, the prophet whom the Father has 
commissioned to instruct, the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, He must be heard about Himself; and 
reverent ears, and stilled hearts, and responsive 
consciences, must wait, and hearken, and obey. 
The Lord's own words are within our reach, on a 
level with our understanding; and 'never man 
spake like this man.' * His word was with power.' 

I.—' I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.'— 7(7A«, viii. i2. 

What a cheerless world would this be without 
Christ 1 No beauty on it, no fruit froixx \\.^ Wx.^'o^ 
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His heavenly ray. Is Christ the light of our souls, 
the sunshine on our hearts ? * He that followeth 
me/ says the blessed Saviour, 'shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.' Now 
darkness on the understanding is ignorance, dark- 
ness on the conscience is guilt, darkness on the 
heart is sorrow, darkness on the will is doubt. My 
friend, whenever you feel how blind, and polluted, 
and wretched, and perplexed you are, take en- 
couragement from what the Lord Jesus tells, * I am 
the light of the world.' 

II.~'I AM THE DOOR.'->A«, x. 9. 

How cold, and bleak, and perilous is this wintry 
world of ours ! Man, like a sheep gone astray, 
pines, and moans, and shudders, but can find no 
shelter, no food, no friend. He gathers near to 
the fenced fold, piteously bleats in helpless agony, 
but sees no entrance to the peace and plenty which 
the folded sheep enjoy. *I am the door,* says 
Jesus ; * by me if any man enter in he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture.* 
My friend, if as time rolls on you find the world 
fail to yield the plants which your hungry soul 
requires, if your own helplessness and Satan's 
malice and power come out with painful distinct- 
ness to your shrinking spirit, remember that there 



for Thinking Men. 7 

is a fold where you may be safe and satisfied. Seek 
not to enter by your own power, to climb up by any 
unprescribed mode. Let Christ's own word teach 
you His own way, * I am the door.' 



III.—' I AM THE VINE.'->A«, xv. 5. 

Fruit and beauty are the vine-branch's honour 
and ornament. Whence have those leaves their 
freshness, whence have those tendrils their cling- 
ing ? Whence those grapes their bloom and juices ? 
They are in the vine. My friend, what the vintage 
shall gather from you and me rests on this : are 
we in Christ ? If our leaves are to be green, not 
withered, our branch not decayed, our clusters not 
cankered, we must be found in Christ. The vine- 
branch which does not bear will burn. * My Father,' 
says the Lord Jesus, * is the husbandman. Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away ; 
and every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth more fruit' Look to your 
fruit-bearing; see to it that a holy life shall evi- 
dence and adorn our holy calling. 



IV.—' I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE.'— >A«, vi. 35. 

What an awful thing is hunger of soul ! When 
hunger gnaws the body, the pain is haidtci^i^'as.. 
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But who can describe the tortures of a famished 
soul? It has been made sensible of its wants. 
The aching void has been discovered, but not 
the satisfying supply. Yet * Blessed are they that 
do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled.' Now the world can only say, 
* Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled, not- 
withstanding it gives them not those things which 
are needful.' What doth it profit ? Nay, if the child 
•of the world comes in its soul hunger to its worldly 
father, instead of a loaf he can only give it a stone. 
Look out for other food than this that earth can 
give. When your soul feels hunger, hear what Jesus 
says, * I am the Bread of Life.' 



V.—' I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE.* 

John^ xiv. 6. 

Between the sinful soul and the holy God there 
is separation from three causes. A great gulf must 
be bridged over, a true account must tell it is so 
bridged, and life must be infused ere the dead 
soul can cross. Christ is the way, which provides 
access over the separating gulf to the throne ot 
grace and seat of love. Christ is the truth, which 
bids the believing heart trust that the way is safe. 
Christ is the life, which enables the sluggish soul to 
move. Year after year narrows the neck of land 
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on which we stand. The rising wave threatens to 
swallow us up in the ocean of eternity. Well may 
the agonised soul shriek as she sees destruction 
creeping on. Oh ! flee by the open way, and ere 
long you will discover that it terminates in heaven. 



VI.— 'I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD.'— >A«, x. ii. 

He is the owner of the sheep. ' My sheep,' says 
he, * hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me ;- and I give unto them eternal life ; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.' Oh, sweet truth ! precious 
promise, honourable privilege ! Dear friends and 
brethren in Christ, you who know the Lord Jesus, 
oh, remember this. It will be your solace in many 
a dark hour, to be able to feel and say, * The Lord 
is my shepheird, I shall not want' 

To know more of Christ, to lean more on Christ, 
to receive more from Christ, to live more to Christ, 
and to grow more like Christ, these are the divine 
preparations for a man to be one day with Christ, 
to see, to share the honour and the happiness 
which belong to Him and His for ever. 
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3.— (Ball tlje !^olp (15!)O0t 

As special attention has been given to the character 
and work of God the Father, and of God the Son ; 
so, on this present occasion, it will be good to 
meditate on God the Holy Ghost. With the 
Father men readily associate the work of Creation. 
With the Son they associate the work of redemp- 
tion on the cross in Calvary. Of the person and 
work of the Holy Ghost they may have less dis- 
tinct ideas. And yet it is by reason of the power 
of the Holy Ghost that any personally profit from 
the salvation by the Son, and truly rejoice in the 
love of the Father. The subject for special thought 
and prayerful study shall be *God the Holy Ghost.* 
Look at the subject thus : — 



I.— GOD THE HOLY GHOST, IN THE WORK OF 

REVELATION. 

Of the Old Testament saints it was said, * Holy 
men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.' (2 Pet, i. 21.) And of New Testament 
saints it is also said, * No man can say that Jesus 
is the Christ, but by the Holy Ghost.' (i Cor. 
xii. 3.) * The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
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whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things.' {/ohfiy xiv. 26.) * Now we 
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God; that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God. Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth.* (i Cor, ii. 12, 13.) Whenever, then, 
you look on the Bible, think that it is given you 
by the Holy Ghost. Whenever you call to mind 
what you know about the Lord Jesus Christ, 
remember, that you never could have known it 
but for the Holy Ghost. 

Look again at this subject thus : — 



II.— GOD THE HOLY GHOST, IN THE WORK OF 

REGENERATION. 

The two great truths in the Scriptures are, our 
ruin in Adam and our recovery in Christ. They 
imply a great change, which is called a new crea- 
tion, a resurrection, a new birth, a passing from 
death unto life. And that change is effected by 
the power of the Holy Ghost. The ungodly are 
described {/udey 19) *as having not the Spirit;' 
and St. Paul says {Rom, viii. 9), * If any man have 
not the spirit of Christ, he is none of His.' On 
the other hand, St. John makes tVv^ %\^\. o\ Nliw^ 
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Spirit to be the evidence of union with Christ, 
{i/ohfiy iv. 13.) * Hereby know we that we dwell 
in Him and He is us, because He has given us of 
His spirit.' * Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again. The wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it 
goeth ; so is every one that is born of the Spirit* 
{John, iii. 7, 8.) If, then, you have been quick- 
ened * who were dead in trespasses and sins ' — 
if you have ceased to be the slaves of Satan, and 
have become the sons of God, you owe it all to 
the grace and the power of God the Holy Ghost. 
Reader, think on this. 

But view this matter once more, thus : — 



III.— GOD THE HOLY GHOST IN THE WORK OF 

SUPPLICATION. 

How do men pray, why do men pray, — pray, that 
is, with the heart, with faith, with pleasure, with, 
power so that they prevail with God and have the 
needed blessing? It is by the Holy Ghost. 
* Praying in the Holy Ghost.' {Jude, 20.) * We 
know not what we should pray for as we ought ; 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered.' {Rom,y\\\. 26.) 
It is * the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
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Abba, Father.' (Rom, viii. 15.) Whenever your 
heart really prays to your God and Father in 
Christ, think of * the Spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion,' honour the presence and guidance of the 
Holy Ghost. 
So, too, as to — 



IV.- GOD THE HOLY GHOST IN THE WORK OF 

CONSOLATION. 

When you have *any consolation in Christ,' 
when you have 'joy and peace in believing,' when 
you are comforted in any spiritual trouble, think 
of *the Holy Ghost the Comforter,' — remember 
that you are 'walking in the fear of God, and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost' (Acts^ ix. 31.) 

Then we have — 



V,— GOD THE HOLY GHOST IN THE WORK OF 

SANCTIFICATION. 

* Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.' 
(Heb, xii. 14.) And the apostle speaks of such as 
were acceptable as * being sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost ' (-/?^wi. XV. 16), and tells that * the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us.' {Rom, v. 5.) 

Lastly, meditate on — 



14 Thoughts about Salvation 



VI.— GOD THE HOLY GHOST IN THE WORK OF 

CONFIRMATION. 

'That good thing keep by the Holy Ghost' 
(2 Tim, i. 14), was PauVs exhortation. * That He 
would grant you, according to the riches of His 
glory, to be strengthened with might by His spirit 
in the inner man ' {Eph, iii. 16), was Paul's prayer. 

To be blessed with health, and peace, and every 
earthly good, may fill a worldling's heart with joy ; 
but a Christian is mindful of higher bliss, he is 
anxious above all for the soul's good in an eternal 
world. And if you understand, by God's grace, 
anything of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, so 
that you yield to His influences, honour His work, 
remember His presence, seek His guidance, and 
enjoy His grace — then will the gifts and graces of 
the Spirit descend, and the fruits of the Spirit be 
seen, to the glory of God, and your own joy and 
thanksgiving. 
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4.— die %x\xz People of dPoli* 

What does God*s word tells us about God's 
people? By examining what they are, we may 
question our own souls as to our own condition 
and character in the sight of God. 



I.— THEY ARE A SEPARATED PEOPLE. 

TJuy are priests unto God. Anointed by the 
Holy Ghost, and called by grace, they stand out 
from the mass of mankind, and bear upon them, 
* Holiness unto the Lord.' Have you left all to 
follow Christ ? Can you say, * Ye are not your 
own, ye are bought with a price; and therefore 
glorify God in your bodies and your spirits which 
are His ? * 

JTiey are pilgrims upon earth. Their home is on 
high — their heart is above. They care not to 
linger here — they do not expect to settle here. 
Are you sitting loosely to the world, with the eye 
on Christ, and the hope in Heaven ? 

They are a folded flock. Each was found, and 
brought home in the Shepherd's arms. Each has 
been marked by the Shepherd's sign. Each has 
followed at the Shepherd's feet. Fed by His hand 
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— known to His eye — folded by His care — the 
sheep are safe. The wilderness is never so bare, 
that He can find no pasture. The wolf is never so 
fierce, that He can furnish no defence. Are you 
sheep of His pasture ? 

You must not be satisfied with idle conjectures, 
nor with vague generalities. Nothing less should 
content you than a full belief that mighty grace 
has made you to differ from what once you were, 
so that you can humbly and thankfully say, * We 
know that we are of God.' 



II.— THEY ARE A PRIVILEGED PEOPLE. 

They are sons of God — heirs of God — friends 
of God. They are chosen vessels — vessels of 
mercy, vessels unto honour, vessels meet for the 
Master's use. They are the Lord's free-men — 
His jewels — His portion — :His purchase — His 
husbandry — His building — His garden — His 
bride. His secret is with them — His presence 
amongst them — His face towards them — His 
shield before them — His glory behind them. 

How very precious are such thoughts to the be- 
lieving soul ! Can you think of God and yet not 
tremble ? Can you look into eternity and yet not 
shudder? Can you think of judgment, and yet 
know that * there is no condemnation?' 
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III.— THEY ARE AN EARNEST PEOPLE. 

They run in a race. As those who are 'for- 
getting the things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto the things that are before, they press 
towards the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.' 

They wrestle against principalities and powers, 
as those who strive to enter in at the strait gate, 
and will not be kept out — as those who flee from 
the wrath to come, and are determined not to be 
thrust back into the pit. 

They fight the good fight of faith, as they who 
have found out the value of life, and will not sur- 
render so as to be led captive by the devil at his 
will, but would lay hold on eternal life. 

What is your life, my friend ? Is there vigour 
in your piety, earnestness in your soul struggles ? 
Are you alive, awake, alarmed, decided, det^r 
mined, that by God's grace you must not, will not, 
dare not, cannot yield up your immortal soul into 
the torturing hand of a cruel tyrant ? Oh ! that 
God may grant you grace to halt and hesitate 
no longer in a crisis like this. 

IV.— THEY ARE AN INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE. 

They are the salt of the earth — the light of the 
world — a savour of life unto life. They witness 
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for God — they seek to win souls. They would 
not enjoy their blessings apart ; but are glad to 
distribute, and willing to communicate. They 
desire not to dam up the water of life at their 
own door. They know that in the Father's house 
there is bread enough and to spare ; and they 
would lead all the hungry to the house of mercy. 
They must reflect the light ; they love to send on 
the sound of joy. They live, and they will act — 
they love, and they cannot but speak — they know, 
and they try to teach. Freely they have received, 
and they will freely give. 

Let us ask, What is our life? Are we *good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God ? ' Is the 
world better because we have been in it ? Are we 
living for Christ, labouring for Christ, pleading for 
Christ, pointing to Christ? Things without life 
float down the stream ; do we breast it, battle with 
it, beat it off*, burst through it, and leave some 
proof behind us that we have struggled, and not in 
vain? 

v.— THEY ARE A GIFTED PEOPLE. 

By the grace of God, they are what they are ; 
but that grace in them has not been in vain. 

It has made them humble, holy, harmless, 
happy, hopeful. The Spirit has yielded the fruits 
of *love, joy, peace,' &c. Though faint, they are 
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still pursuing. With much infirmity, their aim, 
their effort, their prayers are towards something 
higher, holier, brighter, better. 

Dear friends, let us examine our own spirit, and 
temper, and tendency. Are we walking circum- 
spectly, soberly, wisely, holily? 

That we may all be more earnest, more decided, 
more consistent, and so more useful and more 
happy, should be our very sincere wish and prayer. 



5.— tCSe Eeal ffiMors^ip of dBoli- 

The times must make the careless pause and 
think. The Christian has his clear duty in such a 
crisis. He calls men's thoughts from man to God 
— and points, for the warning of the thoughtless, 
and for the comfort of such as believe, to the great 
fact that *The Lord God omnipotent reigneth.' 
He tells his fellow-men, that in Christ Jesus a man 
is safe for eternity, whatever may happen in time. 
He guides our thought above the wrangling, and 
restlessness, and uncertainty of earth, and leaves it 
amidst the serenity and security of God and 
heaven. It is from growing experience that all 
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other and lower things are of small concern, com- 
pared with soul-salvation and heart-ease, that a 
consideration of God's favour and service, and 
specially in their connexion with His public wor- 
ship, becomes so urgent with God's people. In 
the sanctuary worship, men bring together their 
separate faggots, each kindled from the heavenly 
fire, that there may be a brighter flame, and a 
warmer glow. They collect their separate candles 
that their united light, reflected as from a mirror, 
may throw a brighter gleam over the waters of this 
dark world. They join voices, that the sound of 
worship may stir some careless ones outside to 
come in and say, * It is good for us to be here.' 

The worship of God ! what a glorious sight — 
what a blessed privilege — what a heavy responsi- 
bility I 

Why do God's servants assemble in His pre- 
sence ? 

L— TO CONFESS THEIR SINS. 

In God's sight, what an offensive thing must be 
a hypocrite uppn his knees ! Blasphemies are 
awful sounds ; but surely there is the very essence 
of scorn and contempt in the language of penitent 
confession of sins, pouring out over the sinner's 
lips, whilst he is careless about sinning, or content 
under sinning, or glorying in sin. How plaintive. 
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how searching, how earnest is the language in 
which we are taught to humble ourselves before 
our God ! Ought we not to weigh well the words 
we use — ought we not to examine well the spirit in 
which we use them? Reverently on our knees, 
with humble hearts, as in God's sight and hearing, 
let us honestly join in acknowledging and mourn- 
ing over our sins, and our service will not be cast 
out. 

But we gather together in God's presence — 

IL—TO HEAR GOD'S WORD. 

How shall we hear it? Let us listen with re- 
spectful attention, because it is a message from the 
God of all wisdom, and the Father of all love. 
Let us lift up our soul in secret prayer when the 
Word is read or preached, and ask that the Holy 
Ghost, who inspired it, would also apply it to the 
souls of all who hear. If ever stillness should 
reign in the assembly of God's servants, it is not 
when the preacher gives forth the word of man, 
but when the reader stands up to proclaim the 
Word of God. If ever the hearts of God's be- 
lieving people should rise in earnest prayer, it 
should be to plead for a blessing on the joyful 
sound. With minds willing to be taught, with 
souls anxious to obey, with hearts iVvaxvMxiJL ick\ ^ 
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revelation from God and about God, let us drin 
in the happy, holy sounds, and by God's grace \» 
shall become wise unto salvation. 

Then, again^ we meet in God's presence — 



III.— TO PRESENT OUR PRAYERS. 

Praying is more than saying prayers. Men wh 
are anxious, who feel their wants, and their weal 
ness, and their helplessness, are the men who pra; 
To ask for things which we do not care to hav( 
cannot be prayer. Real prayer is urgent, expectan 
intelligent, continued. How simple, how beautifu 
how comprehensive, the conditions of prayers ai 
found to be ! There is a God who heareth prayer- 
there is a Mediator who offers prayer — there is th 
Spirit who teacheth how to pray. The multitud 
are met for prayer. The thoughts of prayer — th 
language of prayer — are supplied from the piety an 
wise experience of our forefathers in the church an 
congregation. What is to be required of us ? Ij 
us so give the voice of prayer, that a full, lou< 
deep sound may rouse every soul to join in th 
solemn service. Let us give the heart of praye 
that our words may be winged with faith — that oi 
souls may rise in the altar flame — that the languag 
within may be the spring and interpreter of th 
words without. What kindling of zeal would fo 
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low, if every one of us prayed heartily, and prayed 
importunately, and prayed aloud. We want this. 
We want to be reminded that God's house is not 
simply the place of preaching, but a place of public 
prayer. Let our public prayer be united, fervent, 
outspoken. 
So also, we come together in public, — 



IV.— TO OFFER PRAISE. 

It is pleasant, it is proper, it is profitable to 
praise. Our position, our privileges, our profession 
bid us praise. But how little is there in our public 
service that has the proper character of praise ! 
Think of the glorious music in the ears of God 
and man, if each worshipper were to engage heart 
and voice in praise. Lift up your voices in the 
public sanctuary. Sing aloud in the gracious and 
glorious presence. Swell out the blessed song. 
That will not, cannot, take the place of the wor- 
ship of the heart. But when the soul is full of 
gratitude, its fire is kindled and kept alive by the 
full voice of praise. Oh ! for the joy of hearing 
full congregational psalmody, to give sublimity to 
the worship in our great gatherings ! That it may 
be, is in our hands. When it shall be, men will 
3ay, *God is in the midst of them, of a truth.* 
Were each to resolve and strive to add a. Iqmvtvs^ 
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voice to the worship of a living heart, what public 
praises ours would be ! 

Another blessed purpose in public worship is, — 

v.— TO GATHER ROUND THE TABLE OF 

THE LORD. 

In this sweetly solemn and blessed service we 
have to remember two things — * We show forth the 
Lord's death,' and we are to do so, * till He comes/ 
Faith looks back to the cross, and hope looks for- 
ward to the crown; while love ministers in the 
earthly sanctuary, and pours out her tears of joy, 
and words of praise, and presents her living sacri- 
fice of heart and life. * If ye love me,' was our 
dear Lord's own touching appeal and argument. 
What loving heart can forget His dying wish and 
word — * Do this in remembrance of Me?' Yes, we 
must remember the Lord Jesus. We cannot forget 
how He loved us. The believer may well say, I 
cannot turn aside when the brethren gather round 
their Lord's table — I would not separate myself 
from them when they publicly testify in this signi- 
ficant service, that they are not ashamed of Jesus. 

Oh 1 let us learn to love — to love Christ — to 
love one another— to love our very enemies — to 
love truth — to love souls. In public, and in pri- 
vate life — in sanctuary or closet worship, the only 
sustaining principle is love. 
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6.— ^^e l^iffSer feertice of dPod. 

As life grows shorter, it ought to become more 
earnest. Longer acquaintance with life as it is, 
ought to cause us to be more anxious about life 
as it is to be. Getting older, we should be getting 
wiser. 'Higher, brethren, higher,^ is the thought 
which presses itself upon the mind. Love prompts 
the desire for higher attainments, higher joys, higher 
hopes. Duty urges to fuller, deeper, draughts out 
of the wells of salvation. True wisdom is to say, 
with growing intensity of feeling and desire — 

* Nearer, my God, to Thee ! Nearer to Thee I ' 

The tendency of modem thought — ^the influence 
of modem society — the tone of modem feeling — 
must be taken as likely to lower, weaken, darken 
religious life and feeling. In any case, the Christian 
is safe when he seeks to stimulate, and elevate, and 
illuminate men's minds. He must be right when 
he seeks to make God heard, where man might 
forget I desire, very humbly, to point thought, 
effort, prayer, to these higher things. 

We need — 
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I.— HIGHER LOVE OF TRUTH. 

The Christian ought to have great love for the 
true. In speech, in character, in dealing, he is to 
be ever on tlje side of the genuine, the sincere, the 
honest, the real, the true. He is more interested 
in revelation than in speculation. He thinks rather 
about what God has said, than what man has 
imagined. He believes that * the truth as it is in 
Jesus,' — is truth which has been made known, and 
so may be known ; — is important, and so should be 
known ; — is positive, and precious, and plain, and 
so must be known. He is not content with super- 
ficial knowledge. He is not content with a cold 
avowal. He seeks, we should all seek, to have the 
whole counsel of God before the mind, and in the 
heart, because it is from God, and about our own 
salvation. Believers should be earnest students of 
God's inspired Word. They should be humble 
scholars, under the Holy Ghost's teaching. They 
should^'lSS^Jti^dy adherents, faithful witnesses, bold 
champions, for the whole truth of God. They ask 
not what is popular, not what is pleasant, not even 
what is probable, but what is true. If God has spoken, 
they are convinced. If God has promised, they be- 
lieve. Low views of truth — little interest about truth 
— little confidence in truth— are not such things as 
should distinguish the healthy servant of Christ. 
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We need — 

II.— HIGHER SENSE OF PRIVILEGE. 

How many are satisfied with a perchance, in the 
great matter of salvation ! How many shudder, 
when they ought to rejoice! How many find 
peace only in want of thought ! The believer is 
one whose eyes ought to be open — ^whose con-» 
science ought to be satisfied — whose conclusions 
ought to be fairly and fully drawn from facts and 
evidence which have borne, and will bear, searching 
investigation. The true Christian is a son, not a 
slave. He serves because he has been saved, not 
in order that he may be saved. Salvation is the 
entrance, not the end of life in Christ Jesus. He 
may rejoice in the thought that, if in Christ, he is 
pardoned, accepted, justified, beloved. He may see 
and say that, if in Christ, we * have passed from 
death unto life,' — that, *in the spirit of adoption 
we can cry "Abba Father,"' — that, *all things are 
yours, for ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's.* 
Let us seek to have one great question settled, for 
in it lies the root of every real comfort and every 
right hope — * Do I really rest upon, truly love, the 
Lord Jesus Christ?' 

We need — 
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III.— HIGHER STANDARD OF DUTY. 

The Christian is consecrated to God's service, 
and he *doeth the will of God from the heart.' 
His obedience is sincere, spontaneous, thorou^ 
sound-hearted. What he does is not done few: 
show — not done to gain the favour of men. He 
acts on principle, and is as particular when no eye 
sees, when no earthly gain or loss is to be expected, 
as when the eye of the public is upon him. God's 
will regulates his life — ^not his own will — ^not man's 
will. He considers that law is broken, not only 
when its letter is infringed, but also when its spirit 
is violated. He sees that religion regulates not 
only act, and word, and outward conduct; but 
temper, tone, and motive. He watches over his 
home influence, and personal character, and private 
feelings. He tries to look at every duty from the 
point of view in which it will appear to God, He 
measures his spiritual stature by the divine standard. 
He dares not, he would not play the hypocrite, be- 
cause he says, *Thou, God, seest me.' He must 
be holy, heavenly-minded, spiritually disposed; 
heartily, thoroughly, entirely determined, by God's 
grace, to do God's will. 

We need — 
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IV.— HIGHER NOTIONS OF LIFE. 

The believer's time in this world is not to be 
spent in sloth. Life was not given for the mere 
pursuit of earthly pleasure. The business of being 
here is not to pamper the body, not to gather 
together riches, not to make a name and place of 
eminence amongst men, not to provide for the 
wants of a family, not even to secure the salvation 
of the soul. Life is given for the glory of God ! 
He who has not endeavoured to extend the know 
ledge of Christ — who has never sought to set the 
Saviour before a sinner's soul, has never fully 
understood the purpose and privilege of his being. 
Life is to be influence. It is to be a seed-time — ^a 
working day — a light — a leaven — a magnet — a 
ministry — a testimony — an apostleship. Believers 
are * not their own, they are bought with a price,' 
and therefore called * to glorify God in their bodies 
and their spirits, which are His.' The child of 
God must be liberal, active, outspoken, loving, 
zealous, enthusiastic, in the cause of soul salvation. 
He runs for a prize — fights for a crown — stretches 
after glory and honour and immortality. He is on 
the way to a kingdom, and has pleasure in being 
permitted to persuade as many as he can to enter 
with him. Homeward, heavenward, Godward — 
such are the tendencies of true life iiv "5^^\y&» 
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We need— 

v.— HIGHER THOUGHTS OF GLORY. 

Heaven is rest ; but it is also service. Heaven 
is home, where loved ones meet who have loved 
Christ ; but it is home, chiefly because the Father 
is there — the husband Jesus is there. Heaven is 
happiness, where the heart can most fully feel, and 
where all that gives purest pleasure. is in fullest 
supply ; but it is also holiness, where every vessel 
is of burnished gold to glisten under light. Be- 
lievers are to be kings and priests unto God and 
the Father. The soul without stain of sin — the 
heart without lust of earth — the body without seed 
of death — the treasure without fear of loss. Such 
is life to come. 

Oh ! my dear friends, if this be so, we need most 
of all— 

VI.—HIGHER NOTES OF PRAISE. 

Where are the thankful hearts ? Where are the 
songs of praise ? Feeble, faltering, intermittent, are 
all our services of joy. Thanks for the grace which 
called us — thanks for the blood which cleansed us 
— thanks for the love which cherishes, for the 
strength which supports, for the promises which 
cheer, for the hopes which stimulate — such thanks 
should now be ours. 
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Dear friend, let your motto and determination 
be, * I press towards the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.' 



7.— tlTSe leroDf of Eeal feertJice* 

I WOULD suggest how you may judge yourselves. 
I am anxious to explain how there is a plea, and 
only one, which, if any man shall really rest upon 
it, will be accepted to the salvation of the soul. 

There are scriptural mpdes by which a man may 
examine himself touching the state of his soul 
before God. 



I._A TEST AS TO WHAT WE HOLD AS TRUTH. 

The source of all right knowledge concerning the 
things of God and of salvation, is the inspired 
Scripture. The real interpreter of the written 
word is the Holy Ghost * Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him. But God hath revealed them unto 
us by His Spirit ; for the Spirit searcheth all tKvw^., 



32 Thoughts about Salvation 

yea, the deep things of God.' There must, there- 
fore, be prayer for wisdom from on high. There 
must be reverent search in the scriptures of truth. 
But how may we test what we think we thus find ? 
These are some of the marks of the truth as it is 
in Jesus, 

It Magnifies God's Grace. It is * to the praise 
of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made 
us accepted in the beloved.' Do our views refer 
all good to God ? Do they make us feel how 
loving, how holy, how wise, how glorious God is ? 
Whatever does not tend to increase our reverence, 
confirm our confidence, deepen our admiration, 
open out our gratitude, cannot b^ the pure truth 
of the gospel of His grace. 

It Exalts Christ's Work. * He that believeth 
not God hath made Him a liar ; because he be" 
lieveth not the record that God gave of His Son. 
And this is the record, that God hath given unto 
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God, hath not life.' Is your eye fixed upon 
the Saviour? Ministers, means of grace, systems 
of religious opinion, or feeling, or experience, do 
they, any or all, cloud Christ — come between your 
soul and Christ? The word, the atonement, the 
intercession, the sympathy, the supreme headship 
oiChnsi) these will stand out first, most promi- 
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nent, most precious, if your faith be right and 
true. 

It Humbles Man. *By grace are ye saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God.* If you hold God's truth, you will say 
that * you were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others ; ' that He quickened you when you 
were dead in trespasses and sins; that without 
Christ you can do nothing acceptable to God ; that 
there is no merit, no might, no majesty in man 
concerning spiritual service, except as the grace of 
God guides, sustains, strengthens, teaches, sancti- 
fies. Grace abounding, Christ absorbing, the soul 
melting, these are marks where the full Gospel is 
lovingly embraced by the mind enlightened by God 
the Holy Ghost. 

And next, let heed be given to another point : — 



II.— A TEST AS TO THE OBJECTS ON WHICH WE 
HAVE SET OUR HEARTS. 

What we should love best, is one thing. What 
we do love best, is another thing. * If any man 
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
anathema.* Can we truly say with Peter, * Lord, 
thou knowest all things \ thou knowest that I love 
thee.' And what are tests of love ? The deepest 
affection is not the most demonstrative. But real 
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love cannot be without being felt. We know when 
we love, and what we love. We think about the thing 
we love. Do we think much about Christ ? We see 
something to admire in the thing we love. Though 
others cannot see it, we can. Do we see anything 
lovely in the Lord Jesus Christ ? We feel a draw- 
ing out of soul towards the thing we love — desire 
after it, longing for it, weariness without it. Have we 
any such yearning of heart after Christ? Are we most 
happy when we hear from Him, talk to Him, feel 
nearness of access to Him, realise union with Him ? 
We seek to please those we love. We try to show 
our gratitude. We seek opportunities to prove our 
affection. We are very careful not to give offence. 
Is there anything like this in our love for the I^ord 
Jesus ? Is it reverent, grateful, obedient service, 
which we give to Him ? We are wont to dwell upon 
our own preference for those we love. Affection 
fans its own flame. It examines the strength of its 
own feeling. It reckons up the sacrifices it would 
make in the strength of its full devotion. Do we 
say to our souls that we would forsake all to follow 
Christ ? Are we conscious that He is more to us 
than all else ? Do we say, * Lord, to whom shall 
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.' Let 
us search our own souls. Do we love pleasure, or 
profit, or power, or position, anything in ourselves, 
in our families, in the world, equally with, or better 
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than, the Lord Jesus Christ ? Jesus has done us 
most good. Jesus has shown us most affection. 
Jesus has exhibited most beauty. Jesus has the 
highest claim to our whole heart. Let this test 
of love be fairly and fully applied. 



III.— A TEST AS TO THE MANNER IN WHICH WE 

PASS OUR LIVES. 

What portion of our time do we give to God? 
Take any single day, and put together time for 
meditation, for self-examination, for study of the 
Word, for private and family and public prayer. 
How much of the day is spent in the presence of 
God, and on the concerns of His worship and 
service ? What measure of our means do we set 
apart for God ? Take a single year. Put together 
all that we have given out of love to God, whether 
in ministering to His poor, in circulating His 
Gospel, in celebrating His service. How much of 
our money, time, talent, influence, has been direcited 
right ? What kind of a spirit do we show towards 
our fellow-creatures ? Take our home life, or con- 
sider our. rivals, our enemies, our dependants, our 
acquaintances. Is our humility conspicuous ? Is 
our charity clear ? Is our truth well known ? Is 
our conversation pure, our temper under control, 
our life according to God's law ? 
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What kind of a spirit do we show towards our 
God ? Do we murmur, dispute, temporise, delay, 
grudge, when God calls us to suffering, self-denial, 
service for Him? Is there in us any tendency to 
grasp all the promises, and let go all the precepts 
of religion? Does privilege beget want of holy 
awe? Has Gospel made us care less for law? 
Which is sweeter, prayer which looks at our own 
wants, or praise which is mindful of God's honour? 
Is religion a burden or a blessing in our soul? 
Are we obeying because we love law, or because 
we fear wrath ? 

What sort of a witness do we bear before the 
world? Men should know us to be Christ's by 
our consistent walk. They ought to hear from us 
something concerning our Master. Did we ever 
enter our solemn protest against sin? Have we 
ever guided any soul to the Saviour ? 

These are very plain tests. I believe that they 
are according to God's Word. Suffer me very 
earnestly to recommend them to you for use. 

Such matters should not be put off to a dying 
hour. I am persuaded all will be happier and 
holier who will take these things to God. 
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^—%\% Comfort of Eeal feertiice* 

As life advances, we feel the need of rest. As we 
grow in grace, we understand the comfort of rest. 
As wisdom ripens, we find out the secret of rest. 
The world is in a restless state. The Church is 
disturbed by the sounds of strife and conflict. Let 
us cultivate love, and peace, and holy quiet But 
outside peace must not make us careless about 
peace within. The rest of sleep, the peace of 
death, the quiet of idleness, the calmness of un- 
concern, are no signs of spiritual health. It is 
rest after labour, quiet after alarm, peace after 
anxiety of soul about which we shall do well to 
seek. Let us think of — 

I.— REST FOR THE CONSCIENCE. 

An uneasy conscience is a terrible calamity to 
any man. He may have the appearance of pros- 
perity and happiness ; but he carries a viper 
within his soul. Sin unpardoned can throw the 
conscience into terrible convulsions, awful spasms 
of pain and terror. The agony of a secret ini- 
quity is beyond utterance. The burdened sinner 
may well cry, *0h, wretched man th^l 1 ^.tv\^ ^V<^ 
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shall deliver me from the body of this death?' 
The guilty conscience can find peace only in 
Christ. If the sinner shall present himself, his 
own efforts, or resolutions, or feelings, before God, 
he will never know peace. But if he shall pre- 
sent Jesus before God, the Word of Jesus, the 
righteousness of Jesus, the intercession of Jesus, 
the person of Jesus, he will find rest unto his soul. 
Christ shall answer for me, the humble believer 
says to the holy God. I have no excuse to make, 
no concealment to attempt, no word of complaint 
to utter against God or His law. I am sinful, 
helpless, hopeless ; except as I am in Christ. The 
blood of Jesus is a balm to the wounded con- 
science, the righteousness of Christ is a robe to 
the defiled conscience, the person of Christ is 
the advocate for a self-condemned conscience. 
Jesus is our rest. Let us all remember this, think 
of this, look to this, lean upon this. Christ is oui 
all in all, prophet, priest, king, our only plea, oui 
only hope, our only joy, our only peace, in every 
matter in which conscience has to deal with God. 
And next, let us think of — 



II.—REST FOR THE UNDERSTANDING. 

There are many things to disturb men's minds, 
Some restless thoughts rise in our own souls, sug- 
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gesting doubts, and fears, and difficulties. Some 
distressing thoughts come in from the minds of 
other men, when they unsettle our faith, and 
undermine the old truths on which hope has 
been building long. Some evil ideas are shot as 
fiery darts into thq mind, sent from the evil one to 
wound and cripple, and weaken our confidence in 
the truth. There are sad conflicts through which 
some men are required to pass, struggles against 
dark thoughts against God, and truth. What is 
the rest in such a state? It is the Word and 
Spirit of God. God the Holy Ghost is the great 
Comforter in such a time, — the divine Teacher 
whose holy light can chase every cloud away. 
The communion of the Holy Ghost is rest. He 
comes like oil upon the troubled waters within. 
He teaches us all things concerning Christ, and 
the truth as it is in Jesus. * If any man lack 
wisdom let him ask of God.' To realise the 
person of God the Holy Ghost, to yield ourselves 
to the influence of God the Holy Ghost, to do 
honour to the work of God the Holy Ghost — this 
is comfort, peace, rest. And the Word of God 
is the divine guide. Whoever has his confidence 
in his Bible shaken, has the great source of his 
comfort of mind destroyed. * The Scripture cannot 
be broken.' The inspired word cannot be mis- 
taken. These thoughts steady and ^wy^qtjX ^J5^& 
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mind. A man may not be a learned man, but if 
he be a sincere and prayerful student of God's 
Word, he will not go far wrong. * Thus saith the 
Lord,' settles every point in the mind of the man 
who says, * Let God be true and every man a liar.* 
Keep close to Bible ground, trust only to Bible 
weapons, follow only Bible directions, drink first at 
Bible sources, and you will find difficulties cleared, 
doubts dispersed, distresses removed : you will 
find rest. 

But we may inquire further concerning 

III.— REST FOR THE HEART. 

Experience teaches that few things satisfy our 
hearts. Some have had sad disappointments — 
all have found reality to be less than promise. 
We must not rest our heart upon earthly things 
that change. We must not rest our heart upon 
earthly things that do not change. Earthly things 
that change will leave the heart a widow, when 
they depart Earthly things that do not change 
will leave the heart an exile, when she departs. 
God only can give us rest. He is ever the same, 
and everywhere the same. The heart finds in Him 
rest both for time and for eternity. A man may 
give his affections to God without suspicion. He 
may surrender his soul to Jesus, and never fear a 
repulse. He may open his every thought, and 
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feeling, and secret desire, and motive; and he 
will have sympathy, sweet consolation, holy return 
of love. No sorrow will be too trifling to take to 
Jesus. No sigh will be too secret to be hid from 
Jesus. The heart has rest in God. 

Wait not till you are weary, before you look for 
rest We must all suffer here — all struggle while 
we are below. The most buoyant will have to face 
stormy seas. It is hard to have rest to seek when 
sorrow comes. It is hard to have salvation to 
think about when danger is at hand. It is hard to 
have to search for wisdom when mind and memory 
are failing because death is near. 

Think not that you may cease from labour when 
you have found rest. Salvation does not promote 
selfishness. The believer who is happy in Christ 
is not a man who cares nothing for another man's 
sorrows. Rest is refreshment for labour. It is 
the personal poise which prepares a man to strike. 
It is coUectedness of thought, consoHdation of 
faith, which permits a man to act upon and for 
another man for his good. Rest is as healthful as 
it is happy — the natural result of grace, peace 
which prepares a man for anything to which God 
may call. Heaven will be rest — repose, but not 
idleness. The eternal Sabbath has its spiritual 
services. Adoration, worship, praise, will be the 
employment of the redeemed fot evei. 
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9.— Cautions conccrnfnff fetrtiict. 

I CANNOT tell what may be the soul state c 
into whose hands these thoughts may come ; 
yet I am anxious to be pennitted of God to 
a word which may be for the good of all who 
it. The words shall be as plain as I can i 
them, and they are sent out in the spirit of a 
sincere desire that all that is holy, all that is h: 
may abound and flourish. Read, and think. I 
and pray. Read, and resolve. 

My word to some, feelingly, earnestly sai 
this— 

I.— TAKE CARE, 

The careless man is taking a most dang< 

course. He cannot tell what a day may 

forth. Every hour brings him nearer to the 

ment, and he lives unprepared to meet his 

His sins multiply day by day, and he tak( 

thougixt about them. He acts as if he ha 

soul. "jje walks as if he had no enemy. He 

** 'f t^T^gre were to be no death. He trifles 

Ae ha. «=^ nothing to do with Heaven or with H 

"othzx — ;~^ ^Q do with Christ or with Satan — nc 

'0 rfo .^-^ ^jjh God and eternity. I say to si 
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man, Take care ! You may go a step too far, and 
you can never retrace it. You may sin a minute 
too long, and you can never undo it. You may 
harden your heart till nothing can soften it. You 
may delay till it is too late. You may refuse till 
no more offer of salvation is given. Take care ! 
You insult God, you despise Jesus, you turn away 
from your true friends. All this is sad, but the 
saddest thing is that which comes upon yourself — 
ruin, wretchedness, remorse, are before the har- 
dened sinner. Oh, take care ! it is not yet too 
late. You have not yet gone too far. The blood 
of Christ can cleanse even your sins. The offer 
of a full pardon is made even to the chief of 
sinners who will take it at Christ's hands, and 
on Christ's terms. The day of grace is not over. 
The door of hope is not yet shut. But, take care ! 
'He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that with- 
out remedy.* I warn you — I plead with you — I 
ask you to have pity on your own precious souls. 
Oh, take care ! 

Again, the word to others who have become 
anxious — who see danger, but do not see deli- 
verance — who are in fear and can find no satisfac- 
tion — the word is this — 
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II.~TAKE COUNSEL. 

Take counsel of the Lord. Let your God have 
your confidence. He invites it — He encourages 
it. * If any man lack wisdom let him ask of God.' 
Tell your thoughts, your troubles, your sins, your 
difficulties — tell them all to your Father in Heaven, 
He sees you. He will attend to you. He will be 
gracious unto you. He will not send you empty 
away. Never mind about the words. Tell God 
your thoughts, your feelings, your griefs, your 
doubts, your fears — all that is in your soul. 
'Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth 
for yoiL* He can send light into your mind, and 
you * will know the truth, and the truth will make 
you free.' Take counsel of God in prayer. 

Then, again, take counsel of the Word. You 
have instructions in your Bible, and you must 
search them out. No wonder that you know little 
about God's truth, while God's book has been 
neglected by you so long. Begin by a solemn 
resolve to give the Bible its right place in your 
house and in your heart. It has a voice for any 
honest man who is willing to listen to it. It has a 
light for every perplexed sinner who wants to find 
his way to Jesus and salvation. It has a word 
of advice and comfort to every sincere servant 
of the Lord who desires to know his Lord's will 
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that he may do it. If you have been little used to 
the study of the Bible, it will seem a hard book at 
first ; but pray for the Holy Ghost's light upon it 
— seek to understand it as a message from Heaven 
given by your Father to guide you to Himself — 
and soon you will enjoy it, will prize it, will find 
comfort from it^ Take counsel of God*s Word. 

Take counsel of God's people. Do not keep 
your sorrows to yourself. Consult your minister, 
who will be happy in setting God's love in Christ 
before you. Consult some Christian friend, who 
will tell you what the Lord has done for his soul. 
The devil would have you keep away from good 
men. The Lord would have you to come near 
* where He maketh the flock to rest.' Stand no 
longer aside. Christian hearts have a welcome for 
every returning prodigal. They have a history to 
speak of, not very unlike your own. They are 
saved by grace ; so may you be. They are brands 
plucked out of the burning ; and so are you. If 
you, my reader, are sick of a life of sin, sighing for 
a life of salvation, a life of holy service, a life 
of happy waiting till the Lord shall come; oh! 
take counsel. Be much in prayer. Be earnest in 
the study of the Word. Be much in communion 
with such as love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And now I have a word for the timid believer, 
and it is this — 
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III.— TAKE COURAGE. 

There are many things to distress, but then 
nothing to destroy the soul that is in Christ Jes 
He who has but weak faith, has strong temj 
tions to despond. But the Lord reigneth ! T 
love of many may wax cold : what then ! * the L 
of Christ passeth knowledge.' The enemy com 
in like a flood : what then ! * the Spirit of the L 
shall lift up a standard against him.' Your c 
soul is very faint : what then ! the believer is * k 
by the power of God through faith unto salvati< 
The Lord's purpose cannot fail ; therefore 
Lord's people cannot perish. The Lord's po' 
cannot yield; therefore the Lord's work can 
continue undone. The Lord's wisdom can 
mistake ; therefore no truth or promise of C 
will come to nought. Look less at self, and m 
at Jesus. Think less of man, and more 
Jehovah. Care less for earth, and more 
Heaven. Live more amongst eternal than amor 
passing things. Oh ! no, the child of God has 
cause for fear. * If God be for us, who can 
against us?* Clouds which hide the sun 
float low. They belong to the system of eaj 
not of Heaven. Truth must triumph. 1 
Church of God must be built up. Jesus is to 
of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisf 
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The weakest lamb is safe in the Shepherd's arm. 
The most unworthy believer is accepted in the 
beloved. When the blood pleads there is no con- 
demnation. Let the weakest saint take courage. 

I have yet one word more to the afflicted 
children of God. Dear tried brother, or sister, 
in the Lord, 



IV.— TAKE COMFORT. 

Some one may read this address upon a bed 
of pain. Some one may read it in a home robbed 
of something that was very dear. Some may read 
it where fond hopes lie in ruins — read it with eyes 
dimmed by tears — read it with a heart almost 
broken. I would put. thoughts of peace and holy 

; consolation before the mind of such. You who 
are most stripped, look round upon what has been 
spared. You who have been most wounded, see 

- how the throbbings cease under the healing balm. 
You who have been most disappointed, think how 
little you have deserved. The rod of iron has 
broken your idol of clay. Yes, but the golden 
sceptre beckons you to come near to the God of 
the spirits of all flesh. * Though He cause grief, 
yet He will have compassion, according to the 
multitude of His mercies.' * He doth not afflict 
willingly.* You are in pain ; think that the dear 
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Jesus bore agony for you, and that in Heaven 
there will be no more pangs. You are in deso- 
lation : yes, but your dear ones taken to Christ, if 
they were His, will all be found safe when the 
whole family shall meet Meanwhile, think more 
of what has been added than of what has been 
withdrawn. The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, is 
yours, if you are Christ's. The tender sympathy 
of Jesus is yours, than which no earthly love was 
ever more touching or more pure. The constant 
care of the Lord of hosts is yours ; and He who 
feedeth the young ravens has numbered the very 
hairs of your head. Oh ! take comfort. It may 
be found in every condition of life. It may be 
distilled out of the bitterest cup — it may be dug 
out of the most weary wilderness. God gives it, 
as He knows His people's need. Stand not in 
the shade, but come out into the sunshine of a 
Father's face. Be happy, as God would have His 
people be here. Be hopeful, for God has prepared 
for His people hereafter such good things as pass 
man's understanding. 

My dear friends, suffer this word of exhortation. 
The time is short. The coming of the Lord 
draweth near. Souls are very precious things. 
Salvation is a very real, and a very delightful, 
thing. The Lord's service is perfect freedom. Is 
it any wonder that any man, if his own heart be 



for Thinking Men. 49 

right, should be filled with an absorbing desire, 
that those amongst whom he lives should taste 
and see that the Lord is good ? 



10.— (£ncDuraffement0 in feertifc^ 

I DESIRE to use cheering words — ^words of love, 
words which shall set religion in her brighter 
aspects — which shall tell of hope and comfort. If 
one sinner should be won to Christ — if one waverer 
should be confirmed to decide for Christ — if one 
mourner should be comforted — one weak brother 
helped on in the way that leadeth unto life — what 
cause will be given for joy ! What a theme will be 
found for praise ! What happiness to the poor 
sinner who should thus find grace to believe, to be 
saved, to be strong in Christ Jesus. I desire to 
write in the spirit of prayer. I ask you to read in 
the spirit of prayer. 

What are the things which encourage a man to 
give himself, heart and soul, to serve the Lord 
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I.--THE LORD WILL WELCOME HIM. 

Let no man have hard thoughts of God. God 
is love. He is plenteous in mercy. He waiteth 
to be gracious. A man may have been living in 
sin, may have fallen into darkness and despair, 
may have given himself up to the service of the 
devil, may have shut God out of his thought and 
out of his heart, yet if that man really seeks the 
Lord, he will find the Lord ready to receive him. 
One word of Christ's should encourage us to go to 
Him. He has said, and He means what He says, 

* Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out.' Contrite sinner, you may go to Jesus. The 
man with a heavy heart and a burdened conscience 
has Christ's own warrant for going to Jesus — 

* Come unto me,' He said, ' ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.' The Father loves — Jesus loves — ^the 
Holy Spirit loves. Be encouraged, dear brother 
man, and go to the Lord in faith. 

What other thing encourages a man to serve 
Christ ? 



IL— THE LORD WILL SATISFY HIM. 

A man cannot satisfy himself. Wishing, work- 
ing, contriving, will never give any man all he 
longs to have. Another man cannot satisfy him. 
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Something is always short — something is liable to 
go wrong — something is found to decay, or desert, 
or disappoint us. Earth's flowers soon fade, its 
springs are soon dry, its pleasures soon cease to 
please. If you love only things that pass away, 
your heart must feel lonely, empty, uncomfortable. 
But I can tell you of joy which never grows dull 
* — of treasure which never grows less — of supplies 
which never fail. Jesus is always full of the very 
thing you need. Grace is always fresh at the very 
moment you require it. Salvation in Christ is 
always firm, at the very time when all other things 
fail. If you want a light for every dark hour — if 
you want a hand to help you in every time of 
weakness — if you want pardon for your sins, and 
peace in your conscience, and protection against 
your enemies, and provision for all your spiritual 
wants— you must go to Jesus. He can meet your 
case, and none but He can. He will give you all 
you need, and none else than He can. You may 
be poor, you may be sad, you may be sinful, you 
may be sick, you may be weak ; but * My God will 
supply all your need, according to His riches in 
glory, by Christ Jesus.' Be encouraged, dear 
brother man, you will find all you want in Jesus. 

What other thing encourages a man to seek and 
to serve Christ? 
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III.— THE LORD WILL KEEP HIM. 

Many a man hesitates to start in the Lord's ser- 
vice, because he thinks he could not long continue. 
Evil companions will laugh ; old lusts and passions 
will revive ; the world will draw him back after the 
pleasures of earth ; the devil will be too strong for 
him to resist ; the way will be too narrow, and too 
steep, and too rough for him to walk in it: so 
many a man has reasoned, when he thought about 
giving himself to the Lord. And all this may be 
true, and will be true, if we leave out the thought 
of Jesus. But *if God be for us, who can be 
' against us?* * If, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled unto God by the death of His Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life.' The Master's eye is upon His servants. 
The Shepherd's care is over His sheep. The 
King's honour is bound up with the salvation of 
His subjects. No weapon formed against us can 
prosper, for * the Lord God is a sun and a shield ; 
the Lord will give grace and glory.' Lean upon 
Jesus — look to Jesus — leave all with Jesus. He 
will provide. He will prosper. He will protect. 
* Cast all your care upon Him, for He careth for 
you.' Be encouraged, dear brother man ; you will 
be quite safe in Jesus. 
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What other thing encourages a man to seek and 
to serve Christ ? 



IV.— THE LORD WILL RECEIVE HIM. 

* Yet a little while, and he that shall come will 
come, and will not tarry/ The days of a man's 
life cannot be very many upon earth. Every day 
that goes shortens the number of the days that are 
to come. If a man had to suffer all his days (and 
that is not what God appoints for His people), but 
if it were even so, eternal happiness would make a 
man forget that he came out of great tribulation. 
Be encouraged, dear reader, for heaven is before 
such as are in Christ. How high, how happy will 
be the believer's portion in Heaven ! Who would 
not live on earth so as to secure it ? A crown of 
glory — a home of light — a service of praise — day 
without night — ^life without sin — joy without tears 
— ^freedom without danger — society without sorrow 
— all good and no evil — ^all rest and no weariness 
— ^what glory God has in store for such as love 
Christ ! 

Dear friends, let us be encouraged. Many 
things look dark around us; there are sad 
blemishes in the very best of us ; let us not accuse 
one another, let us not envy one another, let us 
not fret one another. Charity is kind. The^ ^K<^ 
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are one in danger and in privilege should stand 
side by side. Let us cheer one another — ^help one 
another — ^bear with one another. The times 
require it — Christ imposes it — ^that Christians love 
one another. 



\\.—%\t Cf)aracterf0tIc0 of feetljlce. 

As life runs on, and the trace of years appears, the 
thought will often rise, * What is your life ?* The 
purpose of life, the complexion of life, the condition 
of life, will at such times pass under review ; and a 
man will ask himself, what he chiefly desires, and 
what he mainly promotes, for such as are within 
the sphere of his labour, and under the influence 
of his word or work. I have been asking my own 
heart what good thing I would first and most 
secure for you ; and I offer for your acceptance my 
hearths desire. I cannot give you what I long to 
see you have ; but God can give it Let you and 
me not put this paper down till we have asked God 
to give us life under these four conditions : — 



for Thinking Men. 55 

I.— THE LIFE OF THE FORGIVEN. 

I desire to see men rise out of the uncertainty in 
which too many are content to abide. Sinners 
have been forgiven. We believe in the forgiveness 
of sins. * The Son of Man hath power on earth to 
forgive sin.' He will receive even the chief of 
sinners. The fact of our sin it is useless to deny. 
The folly and fault of our sin it is useless to excuse. 
Nothing but a free pardon will meet our case. No- 
thing but a full pardon should settle our fears. 
Jesus is ready to bestow it. The real penitent, 
who goes for it by faith to Jesus, can have it, 
without money and without price, without con 
ditions or reservations, without reproach and with- 
out reversal — pardon for all his sins, pardon sealed 
with a sweet sense of its reality on his own soul 
— pardon settled and ratified in the presence of 
God in Heaven. All this is because Jesus has paid 
the sinner's penalty, and satisfied the law's demand. 
* We have redemption through His blood even the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace.* Why then should any man live under con- 
demnation ? How dare any man go on, for a 
single day, with this terrible uncertainty that he 
may not die at any moment, and die in his sins, 
and so die to the ruin of body and soul in hell ! 
The Gospel does not justify such a life. It does 
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not seek to keep men slaves, to keep men anxious, 
to keep men unsafe. The life of the careless is an 
unreasonable life. The life of the despairing is an 
unnecessary life. The life of the presuming is an 
unjustifiable life. The wise life, the happy life, the 
safe life, the sensible life, is the life of the forgiven. 
I ask the individual who has read thus far, to put 
this paper down, and at once go straight to Jesus 
and ask Him for this one gift, forgiveness of all his 
sin. 

Out of this first condition of soul life, a second 
will rise : — 



II.— THE LIFE OF THE DECIDED. 

There is a broad line of separation between the 
soul that is in Christ and the soul that is without 
Christ — between the men who enter by the strait 
gate and those who go in by the wider door. It is 
useless to ignore, and it is folly to forget, this fact 
Men must take sides. Saved souls, pardoned souls, 
should make it appear that they have * passed from 
death unto life.' It will involve opposition from the 
ungodly. It does call down upon us the Devil's 
great wrath. It may bring us into contempt and 
dislike with the men who are neither hot nor cold. 
But our Master expects it, our profession requires 
it, our own peace prompts it. The time-server has 
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neither respect from his neighbour nor from him- 
self. He has neither the approval of his God nor 
of his conscience. He has knowledge enough to 
suspect that he may be wrong — but not courage 
enough to determine to put himself right. Put on 
your armour. Take prominent place on the Lord's 
side. Come out and be separate, even if, for a 
season, you seem to stand alone. Say to the god 
of this world — * the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience ' — say it boldly in Satan's 
face, * Our God, whom we serve, is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace ; and He will 
deliver us out of thine hand ; . . . but if not, be it 
known unto thee that we will not serve thy gods.* 
A bold bearing, a distinct utterance, a decided 
course, an undisguised separation, this is what the 
time requires, this is what our privileged position 
demands. Salvation is separation. They, whose 
names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life, must 
not be ashamed of Jesus. 

A third condition which should appear in those 
who are the Lord's blood-bought people is this. 
Theirs is, — 

III.— THE LIFE OF THE ATTACHED. 

Intense affection — entire devotion — towards the 
Lord Jesus Christ should be a marked i^"aX>\\^ \». 



5 8 Thoughts about Salvation 

every sinner saved by grace. Moral men seem to 
think it hard to be condemned for sin. Let such 
men study the question of ingratitude, and say 
if they have not cause to blush and bum because 
of their want of love. Coldness towards Jesus — 
no enthusiasm at the mention of His name — no 
thrill at the thought of His agony — no admiration 
at the remembrance of His tenderness — it is mon- 
strous that such should ever be found in human 
hearts, where the story of the Cross has been ever 
told. The love of Jesus is motive enough to stir 
every energy of mind, and heart, and will. The 
love of Jesus should gather round Him all the 
warmest adoration, admiration, consecration of all 
who know, and love, and enjoy Him. Where are 
our affections ? Round what do our souls cling ? 
Which are we prepared to part with — Jesus or the 
dearest idol we have known ? If there be no. flame 
of love, can there be any Heaven-drawn fire of 
grace ? If Jesus have not become precious, is it 
not because we have not felt Him to have been 
gracious ? Be sure of this ; if Jesus be not the 
centre towards which thoughts tend, and round 
which emotions move, you have not yet come 
within the mystic circle in which salvation, conso- 
lation, sanctification, consecration only can be 
found. Examine your heart. Is Christ your all 
in all ? 



for Thinking Men. 59 

And then let me tell of another condition of 
saved soul life. I will call it, — 



IV.— THE LIFE OF THE EXPECTING. 

The Christian is longing, looking, waiting, watch- 
ing, for Christ. He will not be absorbed by 
worldly amusement. He is not to be depressed 
by earthly anxieties. He walks in the valley's 
mist, but he climbs often to the mountain's sunny 
heights, and he thinks of the better time when all 
is to be bright about him. Jesus is to come in 
His glory. The Church is to be gathered in its 
jo)rfulness. The beautiful body is to be put on — 
the blessed home to be reached — all the dear 
ones, lost to us, but kept in Christ, are to be 
gathered to be known, loved, met for ever. Yes ! 
my dear reader, bright as the life of grace may 
be — happy and thankful as it ought to make us 
— the brightest thing is that which eye hath not 
yet seen. 'There shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying. 
Where is the promise of His coming ? * Let not 
such things dim our hope — that blessed hope. 
* Blessed is that servant, whom the Lord at His 
coming, shall find watching.' 

' My heart's desire and prayer to God,' is this, 
that for you who may read these wovds,^]!^?^^^^^^!^^.^ 
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holier, happier life may become a real and a realised 
thing. It is easy to run on in the old groove — 
to settle down amongst common habits, common 
thoughts, common feelings. But ' the path of the 
just is as the shining light, which shineth more 
ahd more unto the perfect day.' None other than 
Christ — nothing short of salvation — nothing colder 
than love — nothing less than peace — nothing 
lower than * the full assurance of hope,' — ought to 
satisfy the thought, or ambition, or craving of a 
soul into which the Holy Ghost has poured a life 
on which death can never pass. 



12.— a]aiarninff0 ap(n0t all jfaliSe 

The days are evil, and faithful men are called to 
the front — honest men are required to speak out 
There is great danger; and I will endeavour to 
point it out, and warn you that you must not flinch 
or falter in a time like this. 
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I.— LOOK AT THE FOUNDATION OF ALL OUR 
KNOWLEDGE IN THE THINGS OF GOD. 

The revelation given us in the inspired Scrip- 
tures has been adulterated and weakened by the 
traditions of men, by authoritative interpretations, 
by philosophy falsely so called. Tamper with the 
good old truth, * The Bible, and the Bible only, is 
the religion of Protestants ' — put private judgment 
under the hand of Pope, or prelate, or priest — set 
up between the white light as God gives it, and the 
single eye as grace has fashioned it, any human 
prism, to turn off so much colour as man may 
wish — and you will have any coloured or many 
coloured doctrines become the delusion and de- 
struction of the soul. 



II.— LOOK, AGAIN, AT THE QUESTION OF 

THE SABBATH. 

You may say very beautiful things about it as an 
ordinance of the Church ; but the only safe thing 
to maintain about it is, that it came and it con- 
tinues as an ordinance of God. An ecclesiastical 
Sabbath will degenerate into a day of pleasure, 
which hinders instead of keeping the pilgrim on 
his way to Heaven. 
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III.— THE SAME HOLDS GOOD AS TO WORSHIP. 

Make it sensational, and it will soon cease to 
be spiritual. Make it substitutional — the clergy 
praying in church and the people pleasuring in the 
world, the chancel people vocal and the nave 
people dumb — and you may exalt your idea of 
man, but you will lower your idea of God. The 
service may thrill, and yet not sanctify. It tends 
to bondage; and not to the liberty which the free 
soul ought to have before the Lord of life. 



IV.— WE RECOGNISE THE SAME CONCERNING 

SACRAMENTS. 

Limit the quickening power of the Holy Ghost 
to the baptism of water, and you diminish your 
confidence in His free and sovereign grace. And 
when you bring down your thought of Jesus from 
the glory which He has at the right hand of the 
Majesty in the heavens, to some mysterious pre- 
sence on a so-called altar, and at the will and sub- 
ject to the intention of a so-called priest, you must 
lower your notion of His majesty. His power. His 
glory. And the result of a degraded Christ is a 
debased and deteriorated Christian. The object 
of faith being low, the comfort, the power, the 
fruits of faith will become poor. 
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V.-AND SO ALSO AS TO THE MINISTRY. 

Keep men in the place which Christ has given 
them, as stewards, shepherds, ambassadors, and 
you will have a healthy and happy Church fellow- 
ship. But make men into priests, confessors, 
absolvers, lords over God's heritage, and you must 
have strife, suspicion, slavish submission, to be 
followed by strong spasms of fear, violent struggles 
of rebellion, rash recoil into disunion, disorder, 
and at last a rejection of the error which has con- 
cealed the truth, and also of the truth which the 
error has concealed. I warn you against the 
danger of these strange things. There is much in 
them to appeal to the senses, the taste, the pas- 
sions, the preferences of the natural man ; but the 
heart, the judgment, the conscience, the soul, are 
not illuminated, influenced, elevated, sanctified, 
satisfied. It is by the doctrines of grace that man 
is blessed. They humble him, till self ceases to 
be his stay ; and then they make him happy when 
Christ is ' all in all.' 

In dangerous days every true man has his duty. 
There must be more and more earnest assertion of 
positive truth. We love communion far more 
than controversy ; but in defence and propagation 
of truth we can make no compromise or conces- 
sion. We stand on Gospel verities* "W^ ^^^-sSs. 
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from Gospel motives. We aim at Gospel triumphs. 
We fall back upon Gospel promises. We anti- 
cipate Gospel results. We are neither alarmed 
nor ashamed in the position we hold in the Gospel 
struggle. Therefore, with an intense interest, and 
an undissembled love for all whom we believe to 
be mistaken — with real and personal enjoyment 
of the truth which we think they have missed — 
not for the purposes of triumph, and not out of 
the workings of pride — we must let men see that 
we love truth more than ease, and that we cannot, 
dare not, will not, keep back from any man what 
we know to be needful for the peace and pros- 
perity of his soul. 

But, in conserving truth, let us be specially 
careful about charity. The heat of zeal may be 
easily mistaken and substituted for the warmth of 
Christian love. Never was it more needful that 
we set watch over our own spirit than now. It 
is light, and not fire, which we would have come 
down from Heaven upon men. The true brother- 
hood will begin when the manliness of honest, 
hearty conviction is seen to account for all we do. 
We have to deal with men, even when we believe 
them to be mistaken and misleading others. Large 
liberality towards the sinner is quite compatible 
with the strongest protest against his sin. And the 
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truth will not be less powerfully spoken when it 
is spoken in love. 

And while we are decided, we must be consis- 
tent too. The life of loving labour, of holy and 
happy obedience, or high-toned piety, or hearty 
and humble worship, is that which the world can 
see, and understand, and value. We must main- 
tain, but we must also exemplify, the truth as it is 
in Jesus. Superstition has many convenient 
escapes for such as will not be too rigidly bound 
by divine law. It lets in the world and shuts 
it out by a well-graduated mechanism, which can 
be contrived to move in wonderful harmony with 
the bent and purpose of an undisciplined mind 
and heart. We see it in daily life. Fashion is in 
alliance with fanaticism, and men take their fill of 
earthly pleasure when time and occasion serve, 
who at other times and places seem to be most 
self-denying and self-abased. There is a pliability 
in error which can make religion into a sensation, 
and cause the gay world to have a fresher taste by 
a periodical withdrawal from it * Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father' is a 
thing for every time, and place, and circumstance 
of life. More spirituality of mind, more consecra- 
tion of life, more concentration of effort, more 
consistency of aim, more continuance in well- 
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doing — these are the things which show how the 
purer truth has effected a purer life. 

Difficult days, dangerous days, are days of a 
noble opportunity. We must not accept the posi- 
tion of defeat. We shall not long be suffered to 
hold the place of indecision and deceit. Keep 
man in his place, ministry in its place, material 
adjuncts of worship in their place ; but give the 
Holy Ghost the honour due to Him — give, the 
blood of Christ the prominence due to it — give 
the living Saviour, the expected Saviour, the posi- 
tion which He fills as Head over all things to His 
body the Church — give faith its right connexion 
with the fruits of a holy, loving life. Then, there 
will be power, there will be persuasiveness, there 
will be blessing, there will be peace, there will be 
comfort. 



13.— feu5ffe0tfonsf about feearc^. 

We live in a memorable period of the history of 
the world and of the Church of Christ. To have 
lived in it, and to have lived through it, must have 
brought very solemn responsibilities ; and some 
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very searching inquiries need to be made amongst 
us, who in peace, and from our place of safety, 
have watched events go by on which so many 
results have hung. We have seen one weak man 
proclaim himself to be an infallible authority about 
the truth of God. We have seen another strong 
man fall from his greatness, to be forsaken and 
almost forgotten of his own people. And we have 
seen misery come to thousands of small and great 
men in the train of a desolating and disastrous war. 
These familiar sights have ceased almost to startle 
us ; and while we have been so near to these great 
events, many have never asked what they all have 
meant, and what may yet be about to follow. 
It is well to search calmly on these four things : 



I.— ABOUT YOURSELF. 

A Christian should not ask you to be selfish; 
but he may bid you consider yourself. It is to 
yourself that the Word of God was meant to come. 
It is against yourself that the devices of the devil 
are directed. It is about yourself that the inquiry 
-in the judgment day will be made. It is in your- 
self that the joy of Heaven or the agony of Hell 
will- be experienced. It is before yourself that the 
alternative choice is set, whether you will be for or 
against Christ. It is only yourseVi vjVvovcv n^xjl^^ 
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have at last to blame when all is lost, and nothing 
can be recovered, because of your folly and your sin. 
I ask each one who reads these lines to dwell upon 
this thought. It is not about another, but about 
yourself, that you must make diligent inquiry 
before it be too late. 

And when your attention has thus been directed 
to yourself, I next entreat you to search — 



II.— ABOUT YOUR SOUL. 

Your home may soon be broken up, your ordi- 
nary business go on without you, your body lie in 
the grave and moulder into dust ; but nothing can 
kill your soul. It is the precious part, and the 
most permanent part about you. * What is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul ? * Your soul under divine grace can 
become full of light, and beauty, and blessedness 
for ever. You may know the value of your soul 
by the price the Lord Jesus paid to redeem it, and 
by the pains which your enemy takes to get it into 
his power. If you are careful about your body, to 
promote its health, to secure its comfort, and to 
minister to its support, what a foolish and un- 
natural thing it is for you not to take even more 
pains about the life, health, and happiness of your 
soul! 
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And in the consideration which you are ex- 
pected to give to your own soul, I must beg of you 
to bear in mind that the question is, — 



III.— ABOUT YOUR SIN. 

Many fine thoughts might rise about your soul's 
powers and prospects, and many proud things have 
been thought and said about the good that is be- 
lieved to be in man. But if you are wise, you will 
think first and most about the evil you have done. 
There is no denying the fact of your souVs sin. 
There is no putting the fault of it upon another. 
There is no excuse, and there is no escape. You 
have knowingly, wilfully, wickedly rebelled against 
your God. Your want of love to Jesus is a sin of 
gross ingratitude. Your want of attention to God 
is a sin of insult and insubordination. Your want 
of service to your divine Master is a sin of rebel- 
lion and unfaithfulness. You cannot put your 
finger on one single day in which you did not sin. 
And what you have forgotten, God has recorded 
against you ; and if you have not been pardoned, 
the thing that stands against you at this moment is 
your sin. It is a barrier which will shut you out 
of Heaven, if it be not taken away. It is a blot 
which will make you unfit for Heaven, if it be not 
washed out in blood. It is a burden ^KvcXv^^ 
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drag you down into the pit, if it be not put off 
from your soul. Your sorrows are nothing in com-< 
parison with your sins. I beseech you to think 
about them now ; for if you die in your sins, you 
will have to pass eternity under their curse. 

And when you are really roused to care about 
your own soul's sin, then I ask you to understand 
what you need to know, — 



IV.— UPON YOUR SALVATION. 

Now salvation is not a small matter, such as 
you can soon do for yourself, or such as you can 
do with or without at your own will and pleasure. 
* Salvation is of the Lord.' It is Jesus alone who 
is *able to save.' And yet this salvation is not 
some strange matter with which very few people 
are really required or expected to have to do. 
Salvation is a thing for time, and the greatest 
sinner may be saved now, if he will take his sin 
to Je§us, and leave it there for Jesus to deal with 
and put away. Salvation is a thing for earth. In 
Heaven it will not be necessary, for all there are 
safe ; and in Hell it will not be possible, for all 
there are lost. Surely it is a pleasant thing to be 
safe, it is a wise thing to seek to be safe, if we may 
be so. But Jesus came to save. He now lives to 
give salvation. You will never be calm, never 
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content, never consecrated to Christ's service, as 
you may be and should be, until you are, and know 
that you are, safe. 

I very lovingly and faithfully recommend you, 
therefore, to think of these four things. I do so 
for various reasons. 

It is my duty to do it. The Christian ought to 
care about many things which concern his fellow- 
men. He cares about their home comforts, and 
their mutual good-will, and their knowledge of 
many things which do men good. But he ought 
to care most about their religion — the relation in 
which they stand to God — the place in which they 
will be found when the Lord shall come. He is a 
man with the feeling of humanity undimmed ; but 
he is also a consecrated man, with the vows of 
tfie Gospel upon his mind, and heart, and con- 
science. 

It is my delight to do it. Nothing is so honour- 
able as serving Christ, circulating truth, spreading 
happiness, promoting holiness — preparing men for 
the Lord's appearing. The Christian acts upon 
the noblest part of man — cares for the longest part 
of man's existence — and uses the best means for 
man's benefit. The Gospel of the grace of God is 
the most wonderful account that was ever given 
concerning the nature, and duties, and destinies of 
man. And when a man has made choice oC l\sft. 
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profession which connects him with the person, 
axhd people, and cause, and kingdom of Jesus 
Christ, he has * chosen that good part, which shall 
not be taken away from him.' 

It is my determination to do it. The sluggard 
does not like to be disturbed ; but he must not be 
permitted to slumber, because to sleep may be 
death. The sinner does not wish to be con- 
demned ; but he must not be allowed to deceive 
himself, because delusion is destruction here. The 
self-righteous does not desire to be questioned; 
but he must not be let alone, seeing that if not 
reasoned with he will ruin his own soul. The self- 
condemned is not willing to believe that anything 
can be said to comfort him ; but he must not be 
forgotten or forsaken, for he may be one of the 
Lord's own jewels, only disguised and disfigured 
by the earthly coating which has come upon him 
through contact with Satan and with sin. It is 
not kind to hold one's tongue when a brother 
needs to be taught. It is not right to stand aloof 
when a fellow-man needs to be rescued out of the 
destroyer's clutch. It is not reasonable, it is not 
honourable, to suffer the devil's lie to displace the 
holy truth which God has given for the good of 
man. Every holy passion, every purer principle, 
every honourable ambition, should bid every ser* 
vant of Christ to plead, and persuade, and press 
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upon men, that the salvation of the soul from sin 
is that which they ought to regard before and 
above every other, every lesser, ever lower thing. 



14.— gC^Dug^tss about %\U. 

I DESIRE to write words which may sink into your 
hearts, by God's grace, and influence all the rest of 
your life on earth. Two things are upon my 
heart, which you must help me to deal with for 
God's glory. Religion needs to be wider amongst 
us and deeper — influencing more people, and 
more influencing the soul and service of those 
who profess to be under its power. 



I.— IT MUST BE WIDER. 

With all our advantages and opportunities for 
knowing Christ, there is a fearful amount of igno- 
rance and indifference concerning Him. I think 
not now of open blasphemy, and outspoken in- 
fidelity, and public profanation of God's service ; 
but there is far too much of a dull and dead dis- 
regard and forgetfulness of the tVvm^^ ol ^'^ "s*^-^ 
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and of God. There are homes in which the Word 
of God is seldom read, and family prayer is alto- 
gether unknown. There are men, women, and 
children, who seldom are found in the house of 
God and under the Gospel sound. Such things 
ought to startle us, rouse us, and bid us do our 
very best, and do it at once, to persuade our care- 
less neighbours to think, and turn to God. Parents 
in the midst of their families, masters in the midst 
of their work-people, neighbours in the midst of 
their acquaintance, all who can teach and influence 
others, ought to determine, by prayer, by example, 
by instruction, by invitation, by kind and tender 
words and acts, to extend the knowledge of Christ. 

II.— IT MUST BE DEEPER. 

I want to see that the business of life amongst 
us is first and foremost that which concerns the 
soul. It ought to be so, because our souls are 
our most precious, our most permanent, our most 
highly organised part. It was about the soul that 
Jesus cared, and it is about it that the devil 
clamours. The very best, and wisest, and most 
earnest amongst us have much to learrt and much 
to do to bring our life up to this higher level on 
which the great things are carried on which refer to 
etermty and God. 



for Thinking M 671, 75 

I want to see that the study of truth amongst us 
shall be more thorough, more prayerful, more prac- 
tical, more entirely directed to that only spring of 
spiritual wisdom which God has supplied in His 
own most holy Word. The Bible is not laid aside, 
in any want of respect or want of acknowledgment 
of its truthfulness. But is it as much prayed over, 
pondered over, loved, searched, obeyed, as it used 
to be ? We live in an age in which books multiply 
— ^in which the opinions, arguments, controversies 
of men are heard everywhere and every day. What 
of the Book of God ? what of the mind of Christ ? 
have we given such things their right and reason- 
able weight over thought and life ? My dear friends, 
let us have two clear thoughts and purposes — that 
we will deal more with our Bibles, and trust more 
to the Holy Ghost to interpret and apply the truth. 

I want to see a more real and entire love for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Many of us would say that we 
believe, that we obey, that we honour, that we 
worship Him; but we shall do well to weigh the 
meaning of our own words, and say whether we 
really love Him. If He has saved us, we ought to 
love Him. If He has been revealed to us in His 
loving grace, we must love Him ; for He is * alto- 
gether lovely.' We shall do well to begin with the 
daily desire and determination to have very close 
and constant fellowship with the Loxd ^^^w^ 0\i\^x. 
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I want to see a more immediate and devoted 
surrender of ourselves to the Lord's service. If 
Christ has given Himself 'for us, and we know it, 
we ought also to give ourselves to Christ, and let 
the world know it. There is far too much timidity 
amongst Christian people — too much desire to 
stand well with the world, and too little determina- 
tion to forsake all for Christ. The happiest life is 
living for the Lord. The healthiest labour is working 
for the Lord. The holiest hope is waiting for the 
Lord. We shall have more influence, and far less 
difficulty, when men know and believe that we are 
thoroughly devoted to the Lord Jesus Christ 

I want to see a more conspicuous likeness to 
Christ amongst Christian people. His beautiful 
humility should reappear in all His people. A 
man is never humiliated by humility. It is an 
honour to be like Christ, and it is an evidence 
that the humble man is wise enough to understand 
and appreciate his real position before his God. 
Then, all his unselfish love should be imitated by 
those in whose hearts the fruits of the Spirit are 
seen. It is narrow-minded to be always thinking, 
caring, about one's self. A wide world of misery 
— a dark world of ignorance — a weary world of sin 
^is not the place in which a sinner saved by grace 
should find nothing to do for man. So, also, Christ's 
ho\yf heavenly life on earth is to be copied by all 
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who bear His name. In no one particular do we 
more need to be watchful than in this. It is so 
easy to take profession to be all that religion re- 
quires ; that we need to be reminded, that Christi- 
anity is more than a creed or confession of faith. 
It is a holy principle within which appears in holy 
conduct without. The man who is in Christ Jesus 
must be kno^vn by his self-denial, self-sacrifice, self- 
control, and self-surrender ; and then the men who 
are not in Christ Jesus will respect, and believe in 
him who so proves that he respects and believes in 
himself. 

I want to see a more constant and consistent 
waiting for Christ The Lord's people are to be 
representatives of their Master, and remembrancers 
to their fellow-men that He will come again in His 
glory. There is shaking and unsettledness to be 
found everywhere amongst human systems and 
earthly schemes ; and Christian people must not 
be too much identified with these passing things. 
If they are contented here, they only help the 
careless to continue in their sloth and carnal ease. 
But when Christians are awake, waiting for the 
dawn of a brighter day — and are active because 
devoted to the interests of a better kingdom, then 
even worldly men take knowledge of them that 
they have been with Jesus. The coming of the 
Lord ought to be a subject often in a believer'^ 
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mind and memory. The glory of the Lord, should 
be an object about which a well-informed Christian 
will be only too glad to speak. Let us examine 
God's Word about the coming kingdom, and so 
when other men's hearts fail, we shall lift up our 
heads, because the day of our redemption draweth 
nigh. 



15.— tCtiougljtgs about ^Sotoer* 

When an honest man really determines to live for 
God he is conscious of two things — strong oppo- 
sition from without, and sad infirmity within. 
Hence he needs to be reminded of a power above, 
which shall enable him to stand firm. His thoughts, 
therefore, may well be about power — the resources 
which a Christian man has by which he may be 
strengthened and comforted in his conflict with sin 
and Satan. And here I would stop — and here I 
would ask you to stop — in order that a real prayer 
may rise from the heart, through the Lord Jesus, to 
the throne of grace, that the Holy Ghost may 
enable us to understand and apply the truth which 
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may come out from God*s Word, upon this very 
important subject 
I ask you to think — 



I.— OF THE POWER OF THE BLOOD. 

This has power against the enemy, for we are told 
of the conquerors in Heaven that * they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb/ (Rev. xii. 11.) It 
is the only argument that Satan cannot answer and 
cannot avoid. Admitting all that the enemy can 
say, admitting that we can ourselves do nothing as 
against him, we yet can plead the atoning work of 
our dear Lord Jesus, and know that we are forgiven, 
redeemed, rescued, by reason of all that Jesus 
suffered on the cross for sin. 

This has also power upon the conscience. * The 
blood of Christ shall purge our conscience from 
dead works, to serve the living God.' (Heb. ix. 14.) 
And when the memory of some scene of sin, or the 
stain of some deed of unholiness, rises before the 
soul, remember the cleansing power of the precious 
blood, and say * unto him that loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and his Father ; to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.' 
Never lean upon an arm of flesh. Never trust in 
any refuge of lies. In the presence of the Father 
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in the presence of the enemy, in the presence of 
the evil of your own heart, and the painful memo- 
ries of your own life, point to the blood of Jesus 
Christ. My second suggestion is this. 
I ask you to think — 



II.— OF THE POWER OF THE NAME. 

There is a sad and suggestive disposition, with 
many who claim to be Christians, to make little 
mention of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Yet that is above * every name that is named, not 
only in this worid but also in that which is to come/ 
(Eph. i. 21.) And the history of the early church 
declares how much the first Christians trusted in 
that holy name. Did Peter deal with a lame man 
at the gate of the temple? he said, * In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.' (Acts, 
iii. 6.) Did the Apostle look forward to the effects 
to be wrought upon the world ? it was, * that signs 
and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy 
child Jesus.' (Acts, iv. 30.) Did Paul deal with an 
evil spirit, when his ministry was resisted? liis words 
were, * I command thee, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
to come out of her.' I do not ask you to attach any 
superstitious influence to a word ; but what is clearly 
meant is this, that the servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ should always realize his Master's presence. 
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and feel that he will be helped and prospered by 
his Master's power. 
A third thing to be thought of is — 



III.— THE POWER OF THE WORD. 

* The Word of God is quick (alive) and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword.' Its won- 
drous force comes from two causes. It is truth 
which comes home to a man's heart and conscience. 
And it is * the sword of the Spirit,', the Holy Ghost's 
great instrument for working upon the soul. If the 
heart be hard, the word is a hammer to break it. 
(Jer. xidii. 29.) If the heart be cold, the Word is 
a fire to melt it. * Is not my word a fire ? saith the 
Lord.* If the heart be dark, the Word is light to 
brighten it. * The light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ who is the image of God.' (2 Cor. iv. 4.) If 
the heart be dead, the Word is life to quicken it, 
* Being bom again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God.' (i Pet. I 23.) 
It is often profitable to read the words of man ; it 
is always profitable to read the Word of God. Com- 
mentaries, sermons, are valuable in many y^y% ; but 
tiiey must neither displace nor obscure the Scrip- 
tures, which the Holy Ghost inspired. In all per- 
sonal study, in all Gospel efforts, give the Word of 
God its real and its rightful place. The me\\^\s.^ 
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are * mighty in the Scriptures,' are they who stand 
firm on the old foundations, and who rally and 
guide the panic-stricken people in the day when an 
assault is made upon the camp and Church of God. 
We hold fast and hold forth the Bible, because we 
believe it to be based upon the truth, and buttressed 
by the power of God Himself. 

The next consideration which I submit to your 
mind is this— 



IV.— THE POWER OF FAITH. 

' Have faith in God.* Have faith in truth — have 
faith in the final triumph of the Lord Jesus. The 
power of faith appears in two directions. God 
honours faith. * Jesus saith unto him, If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to him that 
believeth.' (Mark, ix. 23.) And man respects 
faith. All men trust him who is true and truthful; 
and if you would persuade others, it can only be by 
the proof that you are yourselves convinced. The 
faith of man is the very thing that finds and stays 
ypon the faithfulness of God. Cast your souls 
upon your Heavenly Father's care. Commit your 
whole life to the cause and company of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Come out distinctly and decidedly 
on the side which has right and righteousness to 
defend and propagate. Then you will be strong ; 
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strong within in the consciou«iess of faith, and 
strong without in the confidence of help given. 
You on God*s side — and God on your side — such 
ajre the things that impart courage and guarantee a 
victory. 

My next particular is — 

v.— THE POWER OF PRAYER. 

Prayer has the power of an argument which 
God accepts — it has the power of an appeal, 
which God answers — it has the power of an ex- 
perience, which answered prayers have drawn out, 
of faithful promises. This was the secret of Jacob's 
prevailing. This was the preparation of Paul's 
great ministry, * Behold he prayeth.' (Acts, ix. u.) 
This is the strength of all devout men, be the 
circumstances of life and service what they may. 
* But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep 
yourselves in the love of God.' * The eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open 
unto their prayers.' Let each reader of this paper 
pause solemnly upon this inquiry. Do I pray? 
How? How often? In what spirit, in what 
name, in what interest, do I pray? Prayer in 
the heart — prayer in the home — prayer in the 
house of God— are these things real ? Many a 
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man's spiritual weakness may be traced to his 
want of prayer. Such a man fails, because he 
never really meant to succeed ; for if he had so 
meant, he could not have thrown away the one 
great cause of his success, he would not have 
gone out to war, without having sought counsel 
and strength from God by prayer. Let this 
address suggest that in the matter of prayer we be 
more thorough, more sincere, more spiritual than 
before. 

My last suggestion shall be as to — 

VI.— THE POWER OF LOVE. 

It can expel from the heart much that has 
tyrannized over man. * Perfect love casteth out 
fear.* (i John, iv. i8.) It can sustain in the life 
a service such as no selfish considerations would 
keep up. * The labour of love * is the most constant 
and continuous and consistent which man bestows 
upon man. The power of love is the power of a 
great principle ; for a man who acts from love, does 
so because he feels it to be right ' It is the enjoy- 
ment of a great pleasure, for active love sends back 
a glow into the heart which a man will not readily 
forfeit. The power of love is seen in a remarkable 
effect. So long as we are selfish and harsh and 
cold, we find men turning towards us the sterner 
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features of their character ; but there is something 
in a loving look, or word, or act, which few men 
can long resist. The man who was low is lifted up 
by the hand of love. And the man who was lofty 
and self-contained is brought down to give attention, 
sympathy, gratitude, when love's pleading voice 
persuades him to be more of the man and less of 
the master. 'Speaking the truth in love,' is the 
most effective form of speech. 'Forbearing one 
another in love,' is the most successful effect of 
patience. And the * edifying of itself in love,' is 
the most healthy and continuous growth which the 
Church of God can show. * Walk in love, as 
Christ also hath loved us,' this is both the model 
and the motive for a Christian. In all passion 
there is weakness ; but there is a wonderful power 
in love. Thus, I desire to leave on your mind 
these six great secrets of power. There is power 
in the blood — power in the name — power in the 
word. There is also power in faith, and power 
in prayer, and power in love. And all this power 
may be required by us in the future which lies 
before us. We are not to expect exemption from 
sorrow — we are not even to wish to be taken out 
of the world in which work is to be done for Jesus. 
Very prayerfully we ought to help each other on- 
ward in the Christian course; and I very heartily 
greet you with that grand old pTa7et,^V\Osx\'5»Xi^N^ix 
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old and yet always new. * I bow my knees unto 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named, that he 
would grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by his spirit 
in the inner man : that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints, 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; and to know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 
the fulness of God.' 



16.— tC^ouffljtiS about Mlant of ^Sotoer. 

Our former thoughts were about power, and our 
present thoughts shall be about weakness. In the 
spirit of St. Paul, I desire that we all may say, 
* Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. ' Let me recall to y our*Tn\Tvds — 
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I.— THE WEAKNESS OF A WAVERING JUDGMENT. 

There are turning-points in human life, in which 
it is very difficult to decide as to the course we 
ought to take. The clear line between duty and 
desire is very faint at times. It is easy to be rash 
and reckless. It is easy to be careless and still. 
It is not easy to move when God calls and as God 
commands. To have passed such a trial may 
enable one man to steady another man's faith and 
mind and will. Therefore, my dear friends, I 
would say to you, be careful to sit so loosely to 
the world, that you can at any moment let go your 
hold of every earthly thing. Then cleave so 
closely to the side of your soul's surest and safest 
guide, that you must wake when Jesus stirs, that 
you are sure to be drawn by the bonds of faith 
and love wherever He leads. Stay your thoughts 
every day upon s ome passage out of God's Word. 
Stay your heart upon some plain leading of God's 
providence. Stay your will upon some inner con- 
solation of God's grace. Then, in the sorest per- 
plexity you may be quite sure, that the door which 
stands ajar is that by which you may enter in, and 
find that God has something for you to do in His 
service. 

And next, let me suggest — 
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IL^THE WEAKNESS OF A DIVIDED HEART. 

We are not sure that the things we most love 
are they which we should love most Our human 
affections become magnetised, and they are not to 
be always trusted when we are steering over the 
stormy sea of life. How much prejudice and 
passion will act as an unfelt current is often left 
out of our reckoning when we wish to know where 
we are in relation to God and Godliness. I 
counsel, therefore, very frequent investigation. 
At every possible opportunity, seek to ascertain 
what you love most, and why you love anything 
so much. In every Christian's heart,- Christ should 
have the foremost place ; and if in the settlement 
of your affections you do not find every finest feel- 
ing leaning on and leaning up to the Lord Jesu§, 
your soul system is not such as can continue solid 
and strong, so that no coming convulsions can 
alter the order in which things loved should be. 
Wonder at no disappointments — be weary of no 
changes which God is creating in your history of 
heart and thought; because it is only in love, 
altogether in love, that God plants a thorn where 
the unconverted heart would settle, seeing that no 
real rest will ever be found except in the love and 
faith of Jesus Christ. Blighted hopes — broken 
bonds — severed friendships — separated walks — 
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are only things which remind us that *here we 
have no continuing city, but seek one to come,' 
Jesus within the veil is an anchor which will never 
break nor drag. God overhead has an outlook 
which no mists of earth can ever dim. And when 
the human heart has put itself under divine direc- 
tion, its very, weakness becomes the secret of its 
strength and the guarantee of its making a wise 
and a worthy choice. It is thus that earthly 
attachments become perpetuated in the * spiritual 
union betwixt Christ and his church/ — and that 
the history which unites soul to soul becomes part 
of the enduring annals of the Lamb's book of life. 
Let every thing you love be laid at the Saviour's 
feet Surrender it all to Him ; and when He gives 
it you back, take it and love it from Him, in Him, 
for Him, and your love will do it and you no 
harm. Till that is done, your heart will be tor- 
tured by the thought whether you love your 
precious things too much. But after you have 
surrendered all to Jesus, you will know the 
exquisite enjoyment which comes over a heart 
which is neither ashamed nor afraid to love. 
My next reflection is as to — 
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III.— THE WEAKNESS OF AN UNSETTLED FAITH. 

There is an honest doubt which comes out of a 
strong desire to believe only such things as are 
true. But that doubt is not honest which inquires 
everywhere except at the door where heavenly 
wisdom dwells. But no doubting man should ever 
be content, or can ever be happy, if he really 
considers what the things are which he has left 
unsettled or unsearched. If ever certainty were 
desirable, it is about the things of God and of the 
soul. Seek to have clear views and decided 
opinions in the matter of your own salvation. 
Be satisfied with no mere conjecture — no bare 
opinion — no passing notion as to what is true 
concerning pardon, and peace, and purity in your 
soul and life. The temper of the times may. 
dislike positiveness ; but men who really are in 
earnest about eternal life may well be expected to 
be full of faith and power. And certainty is to be 
drawn from experience. A man may talk and yet 
not be certain. It is the man that has * tasted that 
the Lord is gracious,' who has that quiet confidence 
which makes all calm within. I do not ask you 
to know more things about salvation, but to make 
the few things you may know more your own. I 
do not ask you to grow more positive, because 
you may have mastered objectors or made up your 
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own minds concerning certain opinions which you 
must maintain. Rather I would beg you to open 
your souls to the incoming of the Holy Ghost, for 
* He shall guide you into all truth ' — and * bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever Christ 
has said.* 

Lastly, I point you to — 



IV.— THE WEAKNESS OF AN UNCONSECRATED 

LIFE. 

We must have a purpose in living if life is to be 
any more than a passing show and a meaningless 
pretence. In earthly matters we all know how 
*the double-minded man is unstable in all his 
ways.' It is especially so in matters affecting the 
service and the enjoyment of the Lord our God. 
It is an honest decision, a clear conviction that 
we are right, which braces a man's courage, and 
nerves a man's arm for deeds of holy daring. Old 
lusts will throw their arms about us, weep out their 
requests that we will not cast them clean aside for 
ever. And it is only when stem resolve to love 
Jesus and forsake all for Him becomes seen and 
felt, that we shall escape the clamour which once- 
loved sins can make. I ask you to be consecrated 
to Christ — to come at once into the full posses- 
sion and enjoyment of your inatv\voo^ tv^\.% «sA 
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privileges in Jesus. Only so can you be safe. 
Only so will you be at peace. Only so will you 
be useful, trusted, blessed, in the service of the 
Lord Jesus. 

It is our very weakness which is our security in 
Christ Jesus. The man who thinks himself strong 
may venture out of the fortress, and will be taken 
* captive by the devil at his will.' But he who 
knows his own infirmities will keep himself within 
the lines of Christ's impregnable defence, and he 
will be * strong in the Lord and in the power of 
his might.' 



17.— 9^eliitarfon0 upon JUictorp* 

When the soldier of the Cross stands forth in his 
Master's name, he represents a great fact, a * victory.' 
He has put on * the whole armour of God,' and he 
startles enemies, and rallies friends by the jubilant 
sounds of triumph, * Thanks be unto God which 
giveth us the victory.' 

And the look of a Christian conqueror ought to 
be buoyant, bright, believing, because Christian 
faLith is entitled to take l[\old upon all that Christ 
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romised, make it a firm foundation under 
.nd display it as a glorious banner over head ; 
t no man's heart shall fail when the conflict 
1 to be between Christ and Satan — truth and 
3od — hell and heaven. . This is no time for 
dly compromise ; this is no place for craven 
ssions. This is no call to shivering, shrink- 
)ft-muscled men. Eye of light, heart of fire, 
of steel, soul of love, these are the things for 
len who stand and move and conquer in a 
ke ours. Suffer me, then, to blow no un- 
ti sound from the Gospel trumpet. Bear with 
f I stand on the very highest and holiest 
d, and summon all who read this appeal, to 
ip their rightful standing-place by the side of 






[E CHRISTIAN STEPS ON TO THE SALVATION 
SCENE A CONQUEROR. 

e Son has made him free. The truth has 
him free. * The law of the spirit of life in 
t Jesus has made me free from the law of sin 
eath.' He is a trophy which Jesus has won. 
as a captive of the devil, and now he is fol- 
g the chariot of Christ, as a conqueror, 
emed by blood, rescued by power, and ran- 
i by price paid down, the Christian is a man 
can claim, and should claim to have i^^ss^^ 
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* from the power of Satan unto God/ Your faith 
may take her stand here — that you are Christ's. 
Begin with the victory of Jesus. He conquered 
for you, and you are safe in Him. ' As the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
likewise took part of the same, that through death 
he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil ; and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage.' My dear friends, only begin with Jesus, 
put your souls into His keeping, and plead the 
merits of His blood, and you are * more than con- 
querors through Him that loved you.' But if you 
rest upon self, trust to man, fall back into the 
world, you are still in the devil's power, and will 
become the devil's prey. 



II.— THE CHRISTIAN STANDS ON THE BATTLE- 
FIELD AS A CONQUEROR. 

The time of warfare continues. *The flesh 
lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against the 
flesh.' * We wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.' But * if God 
be for us who shall be against us ?' * I can do ail 
things through Christ that strengtheneth me.' The 
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Christian may fight, but he should never accept 
defeat. He may fall or be driven back ; but in 
such case he must return to the fight and conquer. 
Take any habit of evil. It must be conquered, and 
not obeyed. Take any matter of plain duty to 
which the conscience points ; it must be done : 
not deferred, not avoided, but done. Take any 
cross, which meets you because you follow Jesus. 
You must take it up, and bear it after Jesus* And 
all this is easy and practicable ; because * as your 
days your strength will be.' The Lord Jesus is the 
Captain of your salvation, and He goeth before 
you to victory. The Holy Ghost is the Comforter 
within you, and He gives you strength for victory. 
And God over all is your great and gracious King \ 
and * all things work together for good to them that 
love God.' I ask you to begin and continue life 
on the principle of overcoming sin and Satan. 
Plant your foot upon the promises, lift up your 
eyes unto the heavens, take hold upon Jesus who 
has said, * All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth : ' and if your faith fail not, ' the Ix)rd 
will tread down Satan under your feet shortly*' 
Expect to fight, reckon upon opposition, be pre- 
pared for difficulties ; but * resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you,' * draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you.^ Let Christian warriors keep 
their armour on, hold their vantage ground, stand 
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together in their strength, and they will be seen, 
felt, and honoured in the presence both of God 
and men. 



III.-THE CHRISTIAN GOES OUT OF THE CAMP- 
ING-GROUND AS A CONQUEROR. 

* Oh, grave ! where is thy victory ? The sting 
of death is sin ; and the strength of sin is the law ; 
but thanks be to God which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ' It is a grand 
sight when we see a believer die. He goes out 
from the scene of his many conflicts with all his 
armour on. No weapon formed against him has 
prospered. * Faithful unto death,' he is now not 
fearful in dying ; ' the banner over him is love :* 
the friend with him is Christ. And his brave heart 
in the moment of the body's weakness can say, * I 
know in whom I have believed, and I am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto Him against that day.' 

My dear friends, I am anxious that you should 
all know the holy calm which faith can throw round 
a Christian's death. It is like the march of a 
victorious army. It is like the entrance of a chief- 
tain with all the glory of a well-won field. Foes are 
left behind ; fightings have ceased for ever ; and 
the triumphant saint has passed out of our sight 
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but not out of our love, to have a nearer vision 
and a fuller enjoyment of the * rest that remaineth 
for the people of God.' I pray you to live that 
men may say, *Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last days be like his.' 



IV.— THE CHRISTIAN WILL APPEAR IN THE 
TRIUMPHAL DAY AS A CONQUEROR. 

The revelation about Jesus was that of a con- 
queror. * I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse ; and he that sat upon him was called faithful 
and true.' * He was clothed with a vesture dipped 
in blood ; and his name is called the Word of God. 
And the armies which were in heaven followed him 
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean.' The results of your following Christ are 
nut all seen here. Now, the believer has chosen a 
good part, because pardon /or his sin, peace in his 
conscience, power over his enemies, provision for 
all his soul wants, are things to be valued above 
gold and precious stones. But the grandest effects 
will be hereafter. Then, the mustering of all the 
conquerors will be a glorious thing ; then, the 
meeting in the great King's presence will be a 
triumph such as imagination cannot conceive. * He 
that overcometh shall inherit all things.' * To him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
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throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in His throne.' 

Who would not be a Christian? Who will remain 
a slave, when he may be made a conqueror ? Who 
cares to live in fear, when he may have " joy and 
peace in believing?* My dear friends, I have 
purposely pitched a high note, that the echo of 
your life may rise to a loftier tone. I have planted 
the Gospel banner in the high places of the Gospel 
field, with the avowed intent of making your efforts 
be towards the upper enjoyments and enrichments 
of your Christian privileges. And I do now call 
you, as you value your Christian name, and appre- 
ciate your Christian calling, to stand forward, and 
stand fast, and stand together, meaning to conquer, 
set upon an advance against all that offends and 
opposes Jesus, and satisfied with nothing less than 
honourable service and happy employment on the 
side of the King of kings. Valiant men, * strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His might,' will flinch 
from no post of danger, and fear no foeman's 
strength. Think, say, feel, * To me to live is 
Christ.' 
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18.— Cliallenffesf to an antiance. 

Years are passing, men are dying, events are 
crowding in ; and it may be well for us to think and 
ask what our own condition is. It is sad to think 
of any as sliding back — it is painful to look at those 
who are standing still. We ought to be closing 
up, and pressing forward, and climbing higher, and 
looking upwards. Is it so with us ? Has it been 
so during the past ? Is it to be so with us during 
the future? Our thoughts shall be directed to a 
settlement of such questions. * The path of the 
just is as the shining light, which shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day.' What is our standing- 
place amongst these ascending stages ? What is the 
degree of our illumination under this advancing 
light ? While I shall endeavour to count the steps, I 
ask you to settle it between your God and your 
soul, what your true position is in His sight. 

I.— THERE IS THE FIRST ADVANCE. FROM CARE- 
LESSNESS TO CONCERN. 

Can you say, I have taken that prudent step? 
Some men seem to live as if God were nothing,, 
eternity nothing, the soul nothing, s.olvj'ax.v^kxv 
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nothing. They are busy amongst men, anxious 
about the things of earth, absorbed by schemes of 
pleasure, or profit, or pride of life. How low such 
men are living ! How little such men are getting ! 
How much such men are losing ! The noblest 
part of their nature is neglected. The longest 
part of their existence is forgotten. The highest 
part of their knowledge is ignored. But the flash 
of a sudden fear comes from heaven. The 
trembling of an unexpected convulsion comes from 
earth ; there are thunderings from law, and mutterr 
ings from conscience, and merciful whisperings 
from grace, and the man who was careless becomes 
anxious about his soul. I address myself to care- 
less men. Do you mean to continue such? Is 
it fair to your own soul that you should be content 
in such a state ? I address myself to thoughtful 
men. What have you been during the past life ? 
What do you mean to be through the coming life- 
time? Lulled by the devil's deadly wing — drugged 
by the world's pleasant opiate — poisoned in your 
life-blood by sin's most polluting presence, are you 
satisfied? Can you rest content while the evil 
works within, and the eternal consequences of 
your neglect may be so near ? Anything is better 
than your false peace. The Lord have pity upon 
careless men ! 
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II.— THERE IS A SECOND STAGE IN WHICH 
ANXIOUS SOULS FIND PEACE. 

An external attention to religion, such as an intel- 
lectual acquaintance with its facts and doctrines, a 
more or less regular attendance upon its ordinances, 
a decent conformity to its requirements in public 
and domestic life — may all be consistent with prac- 
tical carelessness in the inner principles and experi- 
ences of the soul. I make no reference to things 
like these. But there is the sting of a memory which 
tells that we have offended God. There is the 
shooting cancerous pang of a conscience in which 
sensibility returns before the soothing presence 
of pardon and of peace. Has the reader ever 
passed through any experience like that? The 
blush of an inward shame — the paleness of a heart- 
disturbing dread — the start of an unexpected dis- 
covery, how horrible, and how unconcealed every 
secret sin has been — these things cannot come and 
go, and not be known and felt. Anxious sinners 
can tell when the iron entered into the soul, and 
the barbed arrow of God's Word fastened itself 
into the conscience. Is there any such thought 
with you, my friend or neighbour, under whose 
eyes these words are passing? And what has 
come out of an anxiety such as this ? It is misery 
while it lasts. It is a condition of ?,o\3\^\v\0cv\ssa^^% 
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hell a fear, and life a burden, and heaven a despair. 
How has it ended ? How is it to end ? One step 
forward and you will find Christ. He is waiting to 
be gracious, able to save, prepared to pardon. 
Your burden of sin need not keep you back. 
Take it with you to the Lord Jesus, and He will 
lift it off for ever. Let it frighten you away from 
Jesus, and it will cripple you, crush you, torment 
you for ever. Call it a step in the dark, yet it is a 
step into the light. What if it does separate you 
from sinners, it unites you to the Saviour and to 
saints. It is a blessed thing to be forgiven. It is 
a happy thing to come to God, as a child may 
come to a father, * accepted in the beloved.' When 
a penitent goes to Jesus by a living faith, his sin is 
taken away by Jesus, and the righteousness of 
Jesus is put upon him to be a cover, and an orna- 
ment, and a pledge of full privilege in the family of 
the redeemed. From the deck of your own founder- 
ing hopes, step off to the rock of Christ's immu- 
table promise and provision for your salvation, and 
you are rescued. Who has made trial of Christ's 
love? Who has ventured his soul's all upon 
Christ's offer ? Who has so decided for Christ as 
to be able to say, ' I know in whom I have be- 
lieved ; and I am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which 1 have committed unto Him 
against thsii d2c^}^ 
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III.— THERE IS A THIRD STAGE BY WHICH A 
SINNER SAVED BY GRACE REALIZES THAT HE 
IS A SON TRAINED FOR HAPPINESS. 

Men up to this point are most concerned about 
an escape from evil. They feel sin, they fear 
death, they are weary of Satan's yoke. They go 
to Jesus as an escape. They abide with Him as 
on entrance into a new world of life, and joy, ahd 
privilege. It is here that souls find peace — not 
the peace which once satisfied them, peace without 
inquiry, peace without justification, peace without 
any pleasure in the soul. It is Christ's peace. His 
peculiar. His prerogative. His promised blessing. 
The prodigal finds at home what he had never 
hoped for while from home. Religion realized be- 
comes its own advocate. What the saints .enjoy 
will account for what the saints adopt. Oh ! how 
sweet it is to give imagination, faith, hope, full 
play as the soul is conscious of the Almighty 
Father's presence. We gather notions of His great- 
ness. His glory, His goodness from His works, and 
His words, and His ways, and then we think He 
is my Father, my King, my Covenant God in 
Christ. It is blessed to open the pores of all one's 
being, and the 'secrets of all one's history, and the 
aspirations of all one's nature, and to realize how 
the blessings distil softly as the dev^ ^lA cq«n&\xs. 
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gently like the light, and quicken all within as by a 
living breath from heaven. Who has followed 
Jesus into the sunshine ? Who has found in Jesus 
more than the pardon of his sins — more than the 
emancipation of his soul — even also that freer, 
fuller, happier Hfe in which every law is love, all 
service perfect freedom, all life to be joy and 
peace ? I address men who are livmg below their 
privileges, who have not wrung out all the grape- 
juice from the cluster, who have not found in Jesus 
all that Jesus has. 



IV.— BUT A HIGHER EARTHLY PLATFORM IS YET 

TO BE REACHED. 

The question of salvation settled, the question 
of preference settled, the question of satisfaction 
settled, then a believer thinks of the service to be 
rendered unto his Lord. Who has consecrated 
himself freely for the Lord's work ? It is not now, 
to such, a matter of self. Jesus can be trusted by 
His people to protect their every interest; and 
now they surrender themselves to Him. His will, 
not mine ; His increase, not mine ; His way, not 
mine ; His glory, not mine ; this is the full-pledged 
faith which rises like an eagle towards the sun.- 
Holiness in thought, motive, habit, and act — readi- 
ness to wait and look, or to labour and endure-*- 
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willingness to be used or laid aside, to be eloquent 
or dumb, only that more men may make more of 
Jesus, His truth, His grace. His salvation, work, 
and power ; what is this now — what is it meant to 
be henceforth in the service we render to Christ? 
This is the great field of work. Here is the lofty 
platform of privilege. On this upper height men 
see most of the vastness of the area, and the 
grandeur of the enterprise on which the believer's 
heart is set. Heaven never feels so near — starlight 
promises never sparkle so bright — the great uni- 
verse of existences never seems so vast, as when 
we stand on this upper earthly vantage ground, of 
a full dedication of our whole life and being in 
order that in us and by us the Lord Jesus Christ 
may be glorified. 

But we cannot ascend thus far without one other 
thought of a further advancement still. Faith and 
feeling both point higher. 



v.— THERE IS A LAST GREAT STAGE FROM 
EARTH TO HEAVEN. 

Our loving hearts delight to think of those who 
have gone before. While we have been living, 
others have been dying ; and when we buried our 
dead out of our sight, we did not, could not, blot 
hem out of our memory. Can vf^, do ^^, NXsa.\^ 
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God for dear ones gone up higher? Then, too, 
our half-prophetic souls may be saying, that the 
early future may close over some of iis in our 
graves. What if we should be next called away ! 
Oh ! what an awakening when the spirit realizes 
glory begun for ever ! Oh ! what an escapement, 
when sin, and sorrow, and Satan, and selfishness 
are got rid of once and for all eternity. There is a 
grand culmination in the saint's pathway towards 
glory. The ladder has its feet on earth ; but its 
top is in heaven. 

My dear friends, I desire, by every argument, to 
reason with you about salvation. It is worth 
having — it may be had — it can be had for nothing 
— but it must be had here. I cannot take it for 
you ; because the personal Saviour deals with the 
personal sinner. I do most honestly, most 
lovingly, most thoroughly recommend it to you. 
Take your stand at once for Christ, and you will 
find all in Him — more than all you wished, more 
than all you hoped — all in Him, only in Him, ever 
in Him. 
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19.— )©ue0tiDnsi about an (Cntrance (nto 
t|)e Horn's 3i^l)^t:rtance* 

There is a bright, happy world of peace and pri- 
vilege in Christ, outside which many who call 
themselves Christians are content to stand, and 
into which it is my special desire by this address 
to invite and persuade many to enter. It is as real 
as that new scene, into which the blind man 
passed, when the Lord had opened his eyes. It is 
as bright as the light of heaven around a man, and 
the grace of God within a man can make it. But 
multitudes never enter into it, and cannot believe 
that it is meant for them. Between them and it 
there is a closed door, which they may, but will 
not, open. Between them and it the separation is 
often but a small thing, but that is everything. A 
letter may make the difference ; as when one 
man will say, Christ died for fnen^ and aiother can 
say, Christ died for me, A step may make 
the difference ; as when a man stands upon the 
shifting sands of his own righteousness, and 
another steps on to the solid rock of the right- 
eousness which is in Christ. A look may make 
the difference ; as when a wouwdtd \^\^€C\\.^ 
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looked at his sores which the fiery serpents made, 
and another looked at the serpent of brass which 
Moses was commanded to set upon the pole. 
Suffer me in all love to plead with you, reason with 
you, think with you, about this entrance by the 
door into the sheepfold, where you will be for ever 
safe and satisfied under the Shepherd and Bishop 
of your souls. Groping in the dark, living among 
tombs, burdened with a load upon the conscience 
and the heart, this is not the situation in which a 
man should be content to live if any better condi- 
tion can be found in Christ. In our inquiry it 
may be well to consider — 

I.— WHAT ARE THE CAUSES WHICH KEEP MEN 

OUT. 

The common cause is sin. A man has som^ 
thing in his heart, in his conscience, in his life and 
practice, which he cannot carry into the kingdom 
of love, and joy, and peace in believing, and which 
he does not mean to part with and put aside. 
Put your finger upon that blot in your life and 
character, in your spirit and temper, and you will 
find there what is the secret of your standing aloof 
from Christ. You must be ready to part with 
your Saviour, if you are not willing to part with 
your sin. I ask you to be" honest, plain-spoken, 
and plain-dealing with your own soul and con- 



for Thinking Men. 109 

science ; and is it any wonder that you are outside 
Christ, when such evil is inside you ? 

A second cause is ignorance. A man says to 
himself that he has no idea that religion means 
anything half so personal, so pressing, so real as 
this. Pardon at last he can understand, and hopes 
he may in some way find. But, pardon at first, 
that is a new idea. Not to be set against God is 
what he has for a long time endeavoured to be ; 
but to be all at once placed before God, accepted, 
complete, justified through Christ, that he has 
never yet fully looked for. Yet * there is, there- 
fore, now no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus / and * we have redemption through 
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of His grace;' and *who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God*s elect ? ' There is 
no such thing as half forgiven and half condemned, 
half saved and half unsaved. * Without shedding 
of blood there is no remission ;* but after the 
cleansing by the blood, there is no more stain 
from the sin. 

A third cause is fear. The enemy suggests the 
fear. The unbelieving heart entertains it. But 
why should a man be afraid of so good a thing 
and so gracious a proposal from so wise a God ? 
You fear there may be presumption if you claim 
so much. What ! after God has offered you all ? 
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Faith should dash such fear aside. You fear there 
may be some dishonour done to God if pardon 
were come by so easily as the free offer of full 
forgiveness made by Christ would seem to imply. 
But leave God to justify His own proposals. He 
makes no rash offers. He holds out no false 
hopes. He forms no self-dishonouring plans. 
Your fear is only your faithlessness. If you would 
only trust God you would find Him true. Believe 
the devil less, and you will lean on Jesus more. 
Listen not to your own difficulties, self-created 
and self-condemning; but open your ear to the 
offered salvation which Jesus even now will give. 
I pray you, dear reader, go fully into the causes 
which have kept you out. 



II.— WHAT ARE THE CONSIDERATIONS WHICH 

INVITE MEN IN. 

Necessity should drive men to Christ. What is 
to become of a man who has not got rid of his 
sin ? Will it help him if he can turn round upon 
his tempter, or blame the companions of his guilt, 
or the painful circumstances of his position ? Will 
it help him to argue that bad as he may appear in 
God's presence, many more will be found more 
polluted and more abandoned than himself? Will 
it help a man to argue that he must prepare to 
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endure whatever the evil consequences of a life of 
neglect of God may bring ? A man's sin is a fact 
to a man's own consciousness. A man's danger as 
a sinner is a fact in a man's own condition. A 
man's helplessness in the way of denying, for- 
getting, excusing, or escaping his own guiltiness, 
both as to its fault and its folly, is a fact in a man's 
own reckoning of his own case before Qod. What 
can a man do, what should a man do, what need 
a man do, but go to Christ, the sinner's only 
Friend, and the helpless man's only hope ? Dear 
reader, your very difficulty should drive you to 
Jesus. 

Invitations should draw men to Christ Some 
have accepted, and they are walking in the light, 
happy, hopeful, healthful Christians, who would 
not for all the world go back into the slavery of 
the world and of sin. Some accepted long ago, 
and they have entered into the glory ; and we who 
knew them, loved them, valued them, thanked 
God for them here, and would not harbour a doubt 
as to the reality of their being with the Lord, 
whom they believed, and honoured, and enjoyed 
on earth. Why are we not also to take what these 
have found to be so needful and so good ? The 
Lord Jesus is worthy of our love. His rich sym- 
pathy is needful in our life-trials, troubles, and 
temptations here below. His helps, His hopes, 
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His consolations, His joys, His revelations to the 
soul, are not things that we can be content to 
forfeit, or should be persuaded to refuse. To 
make our minds brighten under the higher know- 
ledge of heavenly things, to make our hearts leap 
through the new stimulants of the undeserved 
grace, to make our consciences rejoice because of 
the entire removal of the pressing weight of misery 
caused by sin, there is none like Christ The 
depth of His love, the beauty of His person, the 
tenderness of His dealings ; these things may, and 
must, draw the heart of man towards Jesus, unless 
something unnatural and unworthy has tied the 
poor sinner down so that he will not follow the 
drawings of the Redeemer's love. Dear reader, 
from this very day detach your soul from the 
sin that brings only ruin and wretchedness, and 
lay a firm hold upon the Lord Jesus, who will 
bring you nothing but pardon, and peace, and 
pleasure, and power, and a prospect of all that is 
holy and happy in man, both for earth and heaven. 
Then look at a third consideration. 

III.— WHAT MEN FIND WHEN THEY REALLY 
ENTER ON LIFE IN CHRIST. 

They find a new mode of living. Everything is 
higher and happier. They once lived for the grati- 
fication of self; but they now live for the glory of 
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God Once, their idea was how to escape evil; 
but now their inquiry is how to enjoy good. Once 
their effort was to conceal things from God, from 
other men, from the scrutiny even of their own 
conscience, and the too close questionings of their 
own hearts ; but now they are open as the day. 
All has been told to God ; all has been opened up 
to Christ ; all has been searched and sifted by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Instead of mystery, 
there is manifestation ; in place of fear, there has 
come a holy hope. 

They find a new purpose in living. Once, the 
great end of all was pardon. To secure this, 
painful things would be undertaken when the soul 
was ill at ease ; and sad self-deceptions would be 
practised, when the anxious heart was to be kept 
quiet. But now, in Christ Jesus, a man lives to 
praise God, and to proclaim how happy he is in 
the Lord. He becomes so busy in good, that life 
seems rather too short than too long. No weary 
hours, no wasted efforts, no hesitating purposes, 
oppress the Christian now. He finds happiness in 
work. He finds delight in waiting for Christ. 
The Holy Book radiates fresh beauties every day. 
The Holy walk leads through stranger scenes of 
love and wisdom, week after week. The Holy 
work grows only more interesting at every fresh 
advance under God's guiding \\^.\id^ axv^ ^^.'^^ 
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God's controlling grace. A man becomes more k 
man, as he grows more into a Christian. A man 
becomes God's friend by being Groi's servant ; and 
the world of love is a far wider, brighter, better 
world, than the world of selfishness and sin. 
Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for 
you is, that you may enter into this joy of your 
Lord. Go at once to Christ He has often stood 
at the door of your heart and knocked. Do you 
now stand at the door of His mercy, and He will 
not keep you waiting long ; for He has said, 
* Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out' This is no time for standing still. This is 
no place for looking back. This prayer and 
purpose befit a Christian man. 

• Nearer, my God, to Thee ; nearer to Thee, 
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me ; 
Still all my song shall be, 
Nearer, my God, to Thee ; nearer to Thee/ 



LONDON \ 
Jointed by John Strangeways, C«stle St. Leice8terS(|» 



MESSRS. HATCHARD'S 
NEW series; in small 8vo. Cloth, xs. (id,; paper, \s. 



By the Rev. canon HOARE. {4.) 

I. Palestine and Russia. 4th Thousand. ix. 6^. and u. 
2* Rome, Turkey, and Jerusalem. 15th Thou. u. 6^. and i^. 

3. Conformity to the World. New Edit, revised. I J. 6^. and is 

% 

'An admirable practical work.' — English Churchman, 

4. Inspiration; its Nature and Extent. New Edit. it. 6^. and u. 

' Short, clear, and concbe ; it is worth th« attention of all who desire 
to see the case well and honestly affirmed.*— C^»n?A Bills, 



By THa Rev. BOURCHlER WREY SAVILE. (a.) 

1. Turkey. 

The Judgment of God upon Apostate Christendom. i«. 6*^. and tx. 
' Eminently interesting and suggestive. '-^/?«ctfn/. 

2. The Bride of Christ 

With the Reply to Bishop of Lincoln on the Millennium, u, 6J. & is, 
* Valuable and interesting.''-- /mA Church Advocate* 



Plymouth Brethrenism. u. dd. and u^ 

By E. J. Whatblv, Author of * Life of Archbishop Whately.* 
' The errors are clearly pointed out, and ably reAitecl.''>-/^f<r^ 

The Sons of EIL 

Words of Caution, Counsel, and £ncouragement» 

Addresed to the Children of Godly Parents. 

By the Rev. C. H. Ramgdbn, M. A.) of Chilham. xs, 6dt and lu 

* A good little book.'— CA«rrA Bells. * Excellent.'—^ cord* 



HATCHASD S» PUBLISHBB3, PICGM^ILLIl.^i^^^^^^ 



MESSRS. HATCHARD'S 

I 
NEW SERIES, IN SMALL Zvo.—CoHtmued, 



Texts Misquoted and Misapplied. 

By R. C. L. B. Pref&ce by the Rev. Canon Ryls. ts. 6d» only. 
' Valuable.'— /?A:tfn/. * Instfuctivc.*— ^oc*. 

The Service of Love ; u. 6^. and u. 

Or, Ministry for Christ in our Daily Life. By A. M. Jambs. 
' Young Christians will find it especially helpful.'— CAru/M» Ptvgreu, 

Hints for Improvement of 

Early Education and Nursery Discipline. 

By the late Mrs. SamuBl HoarB. 19th Edition, is. 6d. and is. 

* Should be in the hands of all mothers and governesses.* 

Ladus* Treasury, 

Homespun Storief, 

By Cherith, Author of * The Storm Prayer Appeal.' i*. 6rf only. 
' Very useful for the parish library.'— CAm^MUt Oisttver, 



By e. Wordsworth, (t.) 
1. Short Words for Long Evenings. 

5th Thousand, is. 6d. only. (Large-type Edition, m. 6c/.) 

' Remarkable.'— (/ManAaM. * Possesses great merit.' — Record. 

s. Thoughts for the Ghinmey-Gomer. 

6th Thousand is. 6d. only. (Large-type Edition out of print.) 
' One of the most delightful books we have come across.* — yokn Bull, 



flATCHARDS, PUBLISHERS, PI0GADILL7, LONDON. 



MESSRS. HATCHARD^S STANDARD WORKS. 



I will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord;' 
Or, An Exposition of the 89th Psalii. 
By Rev. Canon Bardslby, of Manchester. Sq. fq>. 8vo. cloth« or. td, 

* Edifying and instructive. . . . The writer evidently speaks every- 
where out of the fulhiess of his own heart, and (ells of truths which arc 
the strength and comfort of his own inward life.' — Record, 



The Life after Death, and the Things to Come. 

By the Rev. John Cullen, of Radclyffe-on-Trent. 

With Memoir by Rev. W. H. M. H. Aitkbn, Mksioii Preacher. 

Square fcap. 8vo. cloth, y. 6d, 

* Sober and serious, as well befits its >nii>ortaBt theme. In doctrine 
sound, in argument convincing, and hi appeal powerful.' 

CArutian Observer. 



Dies Irse : 

The Final Judgment and Future Prospects of Mankind. 

By Rev. R. B. Girdlestonb. Revised Cheap Edit. Fcp. 8vo. 3/. 6d. 

* The topics discussed are solemn and important beyond all others, 
and have been handled by the author in a very caureful and reverent 
spirit.' — Christian Observer. 



The Modem Avemus. 

The Descent of England. How Far? 

A Question for Parliament and the C<mstituencles. 

By Junius Junior. Third Edition. Crown 8 vo. cloth, dr. 

' A book which every effort should be made to circ ilate, and which 
should especially be placed in public libraries, and the libraries of 
institutions frequented by the working classes and the general body 
of electors.' — Christian Advocate. 



HATCH^RD3, PITBLISHER8, PlCCkliWAVl, \.^'^\i^'^. 



MESSRS. HATCHARD'S STANDARD WORKS. 

(Continued.) 



Scripture and SdMioe Not at Variaace. 

By nhk late Ven. Johh H. Pratt* AnoiideMon of GMCittttk 

Seventh Edition, revised. Small crown 8vo. cloth, y, 6d, 

'The Archdeacon's reply is firm and candid, and has one great 
quality which we earnestly recommend, that it is decided in tone.' 

Christian Adoocait, 



Christian Certainty. 

By the Rev. Samuel Wainwrigmt, D.D., of Dalslon. 
Author of 'Voices from the Sanctuary.' Svo. cloth, xor. 6</* 

* "A Synopsis of the Christian Evidences'* would be no untni^ title 
for this \tQx\u'-^htutian Obseiver* 



The Church in the Cherubim; 
Or, The Glory of the Saints. 
By Rev. Jambs Gossbtt Tanner, M.A., of Maida Hill. 
Square fcap. Svo. cloth antique, 5;. 

'A very important monograph, ripe, scholarly, and deeply At- 
yotaonaX *—CUrgyman*s Magazint, 

* All beautifully, expressively, and truthfully worked ouO 

Standard a/ tsraeU 



Christ Our Example. 

By Caroline Frv. Preface by Rev. A. M. W. CMRtSTOPHJM. 
Fifteenth Edition. Fcap. Svo. cloth, is. 6d.\ paper, is. 

'Earnest and practical in its character, this will long remain a 
favourite with Christian readers, and those who are yet unacqokinted 
with it will do well to enter upon its perusal forthMfith.' — R^ckm 



flATCHABDS, PUBLXSHEBS, PICCADILLY, LONDCfH. 



WORKS BY A. M. JAMBS. 



1. True Consecration; 

Or, Close ABiDtHG op the Heart txt God. 
Square fcap. 8vo. clodi, ax. 6di 

* A complete manual or illustraHon of the Christian life la 
all it!( stages and aspects. . » . . We cordially recommend the 
Yolume as sound, scriptural, and edifyinj;.' — Record. 

* A. holy book, not leavened in any degree with modem 
perfectionism, but yet setting before the believer the highest 
conceivable standard, and wisely urging him to press forward.' 

Sw0rd^ Trawei, 



2. The Covenant of Love. 

A Manual op Devotion por the Sick and Suppering. 
Being x8 Readings, with a Prayer and Hymn to each. 
Extra crown 8vo. cloth, of. 6d.x paper cover, ». 

' Gentle, soothing, and at the same time ardently religious ; 
it supplies just the special groove of thought which is needed 
for the sick-room.*— Z«V«vi#y CkurtkmeM, 



3. The City which hath Foundations; 

Or, Thoughts on a Future State, 

With an Introductory Letter by Right Hon Sir J. Coleridge. 

Cheap Edition, revised and enlarged. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, x«. 

' Written to counteract some erroneouA notions respecting A 
future state. Its tone is thoughtful and scriptural.' 

Church 0/ England MagOMint* 

* Introduced by a letter from Sir John Taylor Coleridge, 
which is as beautiful a dissertation upon the mourner's hope as 
we have ever met with.' — Guardian* 



HATGHABDS, PUBLISH£28> PICGADILL7, LONDON. 



WORKS BY a/m. JAM£S. 
ConHnutd* 



'^,;^ 



4. The Service of Love ; 

Or, Ministry for Christ in our Daily Life. 
New Edition. Square z8mo. cloth, ts. 6d.; {nper, i^. 

*A really -good book.' — Guardimm, 

* A little book full of sweetness.' — Kin^i Highway, 

* Young Christians will find it especially helpful. . . . Full 
of the truest help and encouraj^ement.' — Christian Progress, 



b*' A Selection of Prayers for Family Use. 

With an Address by £. James, M.A., Canon of Winchester. 
Edited by A. M. James. New Edition. Fcap. 8vo. is. 

* Not only the well-chosen prayers, but his practical address 
on the value of family devotion with which the volume opens, 
will be acceptable in many cases.' 

Churchman^s Shilling Magazint. 



6. My Strength is made Perfect in Weakness. 

Second Thousand. Square rSmo. id.', or is. 6d. per dozen. 

'A little tract on tinted paper, in which is stated very simply 
and affectionately how Christian people may fail to find their 
Saviour's strength by not seeking more than His strength, 
that is Himself. The strength is to come, not from without, 
but, as the branch derives its strength from the vine, by 
ultimate union with Christ.'— CAwnrA Beils. 



EATGHARDS, PUBLISHERS, PICCADILLY, LONDON. 






